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102.4 CLARIFIES REFERENCE STANDARDS 2012 CLARIFICATION    
102.4.1 CHANGES WORDING TO “CONFLICTS” 2012 CLARIFICATION    
102.4.2 CLARIFIES CODES TAKING 

PRECEDENCE 
2012 CLARIFICATION    

104.10 EXPANDS ON GRANTING 
MODIFICATIONS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

104.10.1 FLOOD HAZARD AREA 
MODIFICATIONS 

2012 ADDITON    

105.2 FENCE HT. EXEMPT TO 7 FEET  MODIFICATION    
107.1 EXPANDS ON SUBMITTAL 

DOCUMENTS 
2009 CLARIFICATION    

202 DEFINITIONS:  CONGREGATE LIVING 
FACILITIES, DELETES “SEE SECTION 
310.2” 

2012 CLARIFICATION 
 

   

202 HIGH-RISE BLDG REDEFINED 2009 CLARIFICATION    
202 STORY ABOVE GRADE PLANE 

REDEFINED 
2009 CLARIFICATION    

303.1 CLARIFIES ACCESSORY ASSEMBLY 
SPACES IN ‘E’ OCCUPANCIES 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

303.1.1 CLARIFIES ACCESSORY SPACES IN 
SMALL BLDGS & TENANT SPACES 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

303.1.2 CLARIFIES ACCESSORY SPACES IN 
SMALL ASSEMBLY SPACES 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

303.1.3 CLARIFIES ACCESSORY SPACES 
ASSOCIATED WITH GROUP ‘E’ 
OCCUPANCIES 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

303.1.4 CLARIFIES ACCESSORY SPACES TO 
RELIGIOUS WORSHIP 

2012 CLARIFICATION    



303.3 CASINO GAMING FLOOR IDENTIFIED 
AS A-2 

2012 ADDITION    

303.3 ASSEMBLY GROUP A-2 USES 
EXPANDED 

2012 ADDITION    

304.1 BUSINESS GROUP ‘B’ DEFINITION 
EXPANDED 

2009 ADDITION    

304.1.1 CLINIC-OUTPATIENT REDEFINED 2009 ADDITION    
202 AMBULATORY HEALTH CARE FACILITY 

REDEFINED 
2009 ADDITION    

       
306.2 MODERATE-HAZARD F-1 EXPANDED 2012 CLARIFICATION    
307.1(1) NOTES ADDED TO TABLE 307.1(1); 

307.4 
2012 MODIFICATION    

307.4 HIGH-HAZARD GROUP H-2, EXPANDED 
COMBUSTIBLE DUST WORDING 

2012 MODIFICATION    

308.2 DEFIITIONS: NEW DEFINITIONS 
RELATED TO HEALTH CARE FACILITIES 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

308.4 INSTITUTIONAL GROUP I-2 
CLASSIFICATION APPLICABILITY 

2012 MODIFICATION    

308.4.1 FIVE OR FEWER PERSONS RECEIVING 
CARE, WORDING CHANGED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

308.5.1 ADULT CARE FACILITY NOW I-4 
OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION 

2009 MODIFICATION    

310.1  RESIDENTIAL GROUP ‘R’, ADDITIONS 
TO   R-1, R-2  &  R-4. 

2009 ADDITION    

310.6 MODIFICATION:  ALLOWANCE FOR 
CONSTRUCTING R-4 SUPERVISED 
RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY UNDER 
IRC ELIMINATED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

402.1 APPLICABILITY:  CLARIFICATIONS TO 
OPEN MALL BUILDINGS 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

402.2 DEFINITIONS:  COVERED & OPEN 
MALL BUILDINGS 

2009 ADDITION    

402.5.2 CHANGES MINIMUM FLOOR AND 
ROOF OPENING WIDTH ABOVE GRADE 

2009 ADDITION    

402.6.1 PERMANENT OPEN SPACE REDUCTION 
FOR COVERED MALL 

2009 MODIFICATION    

402.8 CHANGES INTERIOR WALL & CEILING 2009 MODIFICATION    



FINISHES WITHIN MALLS & EXITS 
403.4.4 ADDITION:  HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS 

NOW REQUIRE EMERGENCY 
RESPONDER RADIO COVERAGE 

2009 ADDITION    

403.4.6 ADDITION: NATURAL OR MECHANICAL 
MEANS OF SMOKE REMOVAL IN 
HIGH-RISE BLDGS NOW REQUIRED 

2009 ADDITION    

403.5.2 ADDITION: ANOTHER EXIT STAIRWAY 
REQUIRED IN HIGH-RISE BLDGS. 

2009 ADDITION    

       
403.5.5 ADDITION: HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS 

LUMINOUS EGRESS MARKINGS 
2009 ADDITION    

403.6.1 MODIFICATION: HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS 
FIRE ACCESS ELEVATORS INCREASED 
IN NUMBERS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

403.6.1 ADDITION: FIRE SERVICE ACCESS 
ELEVATOR REQUIRED IN HIGH-RISE 
BUILDINGS 

2009 ADDITION    

403.6.2 HIGH-RISE ELEVATORS  CAN NOW BE 
USED FOR OCCUPANT SELF-
EVACUATION 

2009 ADDITION    

406.2.4 PARKING GARAGE VEHICLE BARRIER 
HEIGHT INCREASED TO 33 INCHES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

406.4 PRIVATE PARKING STRUCTURES 
OUTSIDE SEC. 406.3 NOW I.D.’d AS 
PUBLIC PARKING GARAGES 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

406.5.2.1 OPEN PARKING GARAGES-OPENINGS 
BELOW GRADE 

2012 ADDITION    

406.5.5 OPEN PARKING GARAGES-HEIGHT & 
AREA INCREASES 

2012 MODIFICATION    

408.7 SECURITY GLAZING IN GROUP I-3 
OCCUPANCIES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

410.3.5 STAGE PROSCENIUM CURTAIN.  
DELETED SEC. 410.3.5.1, 410.3.5.2, 
410.3.5.3 & 410.3.5.4 

2009 MODIFICATION    

410.6.3 OUTDATED TERMINOLOGY REPLACED 
WITH “TECHNICAL PRODUCTION 
AREA” 

2012 CLARIFICATION    



410.6.3, 202 TECHNICAL PRODUCTION AREA 
DEFINES 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

410.6.3.1 MEANS OF EGRESS 2012 CLARIFICATION    
410.6.3.2 TRAVEL DISTANCE 2012 CLARIFICATION    
410.6.3.3 TWO MEANS OF EGRESS 2012 CLARIFICATION    
410.6.3.4 PATH OF EGRESS TRAVEL 2012 CLARIFICATION    
410.6.3.5 WIDTH-PATH OF EGRESS IN 

TECHNICAL PRODUCTION AREAS 
2012 CLARIFICATION    

412.4.6.2 ANCILLARY AIRCRAFT SPACES NO 
LONGER INCLUDED IN FIRE AREA SIZE 
FOR FIRE SUPPRESSION 
REQUIREMENTS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

414.5 INSIDE STORAGE, DISPENSING, AND 
USE OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. 
SCOPING 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

419, 202 LIVE/WORK UNITS 2012 MODIFICATION    
419.1  LIVE/WORK UNITS, GENERAL  2009 ADDITION    
419.1.1 LIVE/WORK UNITS, LIMITATIONS 2009     
419.2 OCCUPANCIES 2012 MODIFICATIONS    
419.2 OCCUPANCIES 2009 ADDITION    
419.3, 
3.1,3.2,3.3,3.4 

MEANS OR EGRESS, EGRESS 
CAPACITY, SLIDING DOORS, SPIRAL 
STAIRWAYS, LOCKS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

419.3, 
3.1,3.2,3.3,3.4 

MEANS OF EGRESS, EGRESS CAPACITY, 
SLIDING DOORS, SPIRAL STAIRS, 
LOCKS 

2009 ADDITION    

419.4,5,6,7,8,9  VERTICAL OPENINGS, FIRE 
PROTECTION, STRUCTURAL, 
ACCESSIBILITY, VENTILATION, 
PLUMBING FACILITIES 

2012 MODIFICATIONS    

419.4, 5,6,7,8 VERTICAL OPENINGS, FIRE 
PROTECTION, STRUCTURAL, 
ACCESSIBILITY,VENTILATION 

2009 ADDITIONS    

420.2 FIRE SEPARATION WALLS OF 
DWELLING/SLEEPING UNITS 
EXPANDED 

2009 ADDITION    

420.3 HORIZONTAL SEPARATION 2009 ADDITION    
422.2 AMBULATORY CARE FACILITIES, 2012 MODIFICATION    



SEPARATION FROM NONRELATED 
USES 

422.2 SMOKE BARRIERS 2009     
422.3 SMOKE COMPARTMENTS 2012 MODIFICATION    
422.3 REFUGE AREA 2009 ADDITION    
422.4 REFUGE AREA 2012 MODIFICATION    
422.4 INDEPENDENT EGRESS 2009 ADDITION    
422.5 INDEPENDENT EGRESS 2012 MODIFICATION    
422.5 AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 2009 ADDITION    
422.6 AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM 2012 MODIFICATION    
422.6 FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS 2009 MODIFICATION    
422.7 FIRE ALARM SYSTEM 2012 MODIFICATION    
423.1, 423.1.1, STORM SHELTERS, GENERAL AND 

SCOPE 
2009 ADDITION    

423.2 DEFINITIONS: STORM SHELTER, 
COMMUNITY STORM SHELTER, 
RESIDENTIAL STORM SHELTER 

2009 ADDITION    

424.1 CHILDREN’S PLAY STRUCTURES, NOW 
INCLUDES ANY LOCATION 

2012 MODIFICATION    

424.2 MATERIALS, NONCOMBUSTIBLE & 
COMBUSTIBLE 

2012 MODIFICATION    

424.3 FIRE PROTECTION, LEVEL OF FIRE 
SUPPRESSION AND DETECTION 

2012 MODIFICATION    

424.4 SEPARATION, HORIZONTAL 2012 MODIFICATION    
424.5 AREA LIMITS, NOT GREATER THAN 

300 SQ. FT., UNLESS APPROVED 
2012 MODIFICATION    

501.2 ADDRESS IDENTIFICATION, MULTIPLE 
LOCATIONS IF REQUIRED BY FIRE 
DEPT. 

2012 MODIFICATION    
 

 502.1 BASEMENT DEFINITION REVISED 2009 MODIFICATION    
TABLE 503 REDUCTION IN ALLOWABLE BLDG. 

HEIGHT 
2009 MODIFICATION    

505.2.2 MEZZANINE MEANS OF EGRESS, NOW 
REFERENCES CHAPTER 10 

2012 MODIFICATION    

506.2.1 FRONTAGE INCREASE FOR BUILDINGS 
ON THE SAME LOT 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

506.2 ALLOWABLE AREA FRONTAGE 
INCREASE 

2012 CLARIFICATION    



506.5  METHOD OF CALCULATING 
ALLOWABLE AREA FOR MULTI-STORY 
BUILDINGS 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

507.1 OCCUPANCY GROUPS NOT SPECIFIED 
UNDER UNLIMITED AREA BUILDING 
PROVISIONS NOW UNDER ACCESSORY 
OCCUPANCIES PROVISIONS 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

507.1 OPEN SPACE WIDTH FOR UNLIMITED 
AREA BUILDINGS 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

507.6 
507.7 

GROUP A-3 OCCUPANCIES OF TYPE III 
& IV CONSTRUCTION UNLIMITED IN 
AREA WITH CERTAIN CONDITIONS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

507.8 LIMITATIONS ON GROUP ‘H’ 
UNLIMITED AREA BUILDINGS 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

508.2.5 INCIDENTAL ACCESSORY 
OCCUPANCIES NOW HAVE SIZE 
LIMITATIONS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

TABLE 508.2.5 PARKING GARAGES & STORAGE 
ROOMS NO LONGER INCIDENTAL 
ACCESSORY OCCUPANCIES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

TABLE 508.4 GROUP I-2 SEPARATED OCCUPANCIES 
FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING NOW 
INCREASED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

509 CONCEPT OF INCIDENTAL USES 
CLARIFIED 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

509 INCIDENTAL USE ROOMS AND AREAS 
NOW REQUIRE AUTOMATIC 
SPRINKLERS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

TABLE 509 LIST OF INCIDENTAL USES IS 
EXPANDED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

509.2 HORIZONTAL SEPARATION OF 
BUILDINGS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

509.5 
509.6 

ALLOWABLE HEIGHT FOR GROUP R- 1 
INCREASED  

2009 MODIFICATION    
 

509.9 
 

MULTIPLE BUILDINGS ABOVE 
PARKING GARAGES REGULATED AS 
INDIVIDUAL BUILDINGS 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

602, NOTE h NONBEARING EXTERIOR WALLS OF 
UNLIMITED OPENINGS NO LONGER 

2012 MODIFICATION    



REQUIRE FIRE RESISTANCE RATING 
602.1 SCOPE OF CHAPTER 6 CLARIFIED IN 

REGARDS TO FIRE-RESISTANCE OF 
BUILDING ELEMENTS & PRESENCE OF 
OPENINGS, JOINTS, DUCTS, ETC. 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

603.1 FIRE-RETARDANT-TREATED WOOD 
WITHIN ROOFS NOW PERMITTED IN 
TYPE IB CONSTRUCTION 

2009 MODIFICATION    

701.2 FOR MULTI-USE FIRE ASSEMBLIES, 
REQUIREMENTS FOR BOTH TYPES 
MUST BE MET 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

703.4 ESTABLISHING FIRE RESISTANCE 
RATINGS 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

703.6 ABOVE CEILING IDENTIFICATION OF 
FIRE & SMOKE SEPARATION WALLS 
NOW REQUIRED 

2009 ADDITION    

703.7 IDENTIFICATION FOR SIZE AND 
LOCATION OF MARKINGS FOR FIRE 
AND SMOKE SEPARATION WALLS 
INCREASED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

704, 
202 
 

FIRE-RESISTANCE RATINGS FOR 
STRUCTURAL COLUMNS REQUIRE 
PROTECTION BY INDIVIDUAL 
ENCASEMENT REGARDLESS OF 
LOADING CONDITIONS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

704.9 CONCRETE COLUMNS IN PARKING 
GARAGES NO LONGER REQUIRE 
IMPACT PROTECTION 

2009 MODIFICATION    

704.11 SPAN OF LINTEL, SHELF ANGLE 
BOTTOM FLANGES INCREASED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

704.13 SPRAYED FIRE-RESISTANCE 
MATERIALS NOW SPECIFICALLY 
REGULATED TO PREVENT DISLODGING 

2009 ADDITION    

705.2 REVISED METHOD FOR DETERMINING 
MAXIMUM PROJECTION BEYOND 
EXTERIOR WALLS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

705.2 SIMPLIFIED THE METHOD FOR 
DETERMINING MAXIMUM 
PROJECTIONS BEYOND EXTERIOR 

2012 MODIFICATION    



WALLS 
705.2.3 CREATED MORE RESTRICTIVE 

PROTECTION OF COMBUSTIBLE 
PROJECTIONS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

705.3 IMAGINARY LINE NOW DETERMINES 
FIRE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS 
FOR BUILDINGS ON THE SAME LOT 

2012 MODIFICATION    

705.5 EXTERIOR WALLS REQUIRED TO BE 
FIRE-RESISTANCE RATED MUST BE 
RATED FROM BOTH SIDES WHEN 
DISTANCE IS 10 FEET OR LESS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

TABLE 705.8 MAXIMUM PERMITTED AREA OF 
EXTERIOR WALL OPENINGS IS 
SLIGHTLY MODIFIED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

706.2 DOUBLE FIRE WALL NOW PERMITTED 
AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO A SINGLE FIRE 
WALL 

2012 ADDITION    

706.5.1 ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF USING AN 
IMAGINARY LINE REGULATING 
EXTERIOR WALL AND OPENING 
PROJECTIONS OF FIRE WALL 
INTERSECTIONS AT EXTERIOR WALLS 

2009 ADDITION    

706.6, 
706.6.2 

ADDRESSES FIRE WALL HEIGHT AT 
SLOPED ROOFS 

2012 ADDITION    

707.3.9 SEPARATION OF FIRE AREAS SHALL BE 
THE MINIMUM RATING BASED ON 
THE MOST RESTRICTIVE OCCUPANCY 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

707.8, 
707.9 

INTERSECTIONS OF FIRE BARRIERS AT 
ROOF ASSEMBLIES CAN NOW BE 
PROTECTED BY APPROVED MATERIAL 
RATHER THAN FIRE-RESISTANT JOINT 
SYSTEMS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

  
 

      

708.2, 
Exc. 7,14 & 15 

AMOUNT OF CONCEALED SPACE 
ALLOWANCE FOR 2 STORIES OPEN TO 
EACH OTHER WITHOUT SHAFT 
PROTECTION 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

708.14.1 ELEVATOR LOBBY PROTECTION 2009 MODIFICATION    



INCREASED FOR GROUP 1-2 
OCCUPANCIES 

709.4 CONTINUITY OF SMOKE BARRIERS 
FOR ELEVATOR LOBBIES & AREAS OF 
REFUGE 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

712 CHAPTER 7 FORMATTING NOW 
EMPHASIZES PROTECTIVE MEASURES 
FOR VERTICAL OPENINGS RATHER 
THAN SHAFT ENCLOSURES AS THE 
SOLE MEANS OF PROTECTION 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

712.9, 
407.4.3 

HORIZONTAL ASSEMBLIES USED AS 
SMOKE BARRIERS NOW MORE 
SPECIFICALLY REGULATED WHERE 
CONTAINING OPENINGS FOR 
ELEVATOR SHAFTS, PENETRATIONS & 
JOINTS 

2009 ADDITION    

713.13 REFUSE & LAUNDRY CHUTES IN 
GROUP I-2 OCCUPANCIES NOW 
REGULATED BY CHAPTER 5 OF NFPA 
82, STANDARD ON INCINERATORS & 
WASTE & LINEN HANDLING SYSTEMS 
& EQUIPMENT 

2012 MODIFICATION    

713.13.4 FIRE PROTECTION INCREASED FOR 
REFUSE OR LAUNDRY CHUTE 
TERMINATION ROOMS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

713.14.1 UNDER CERTAIN CRITERIA, ELEVATOR 
HOISTWAYS IN HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS 
NO LONGER REQUIRE ELEVATOR 
LOBBY PROTECTION 

2012 MODIFICATION    

714.4.1 APPROVED MATERIAL MUST NOW BE 
INSTALLED IN OPEN SPACES AT 
INTERSECTIONS OF EXTERIOR 
CURTAIN WALLS & NONFIRE-
RESISTANCE-RATED FLOOR OR FLOOR 
ASSEMBLIES. 

2009 ADDITION    

714.4.1.1.2 ELIMINATION OF ‘T’ RATING 
PROTECTION REQUIREMENT FOR 
FLOOR PENETRATIONS OF 
HORIZONTAL ASSEMBLIES 

2012 MODIFICATION    



714.4.1.2 CERTAIN CEILING MEMBRANES NOW 
PERMITTED TO BE INTERRUPTED BY A 
DOUBLE WOOD TOP PLATE OF A FIRE-
RESISTANCE-RATED WALL 

2012 MODIFICATION    

714.5, 715.6, 
202 

‘L’ RATING IDENTIFYING THE AIR 
LEAKAGE RATE IS NOW MANDATED 
FOR PENETRATION FIRESTOP 
SYSTEMS & FIRE-RESISTANT JOINT 
SYSTEMS UTILIZED IN SMOKE BARRIER 
CONSTRUCTION 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

715.4 NEW ACCEPTABLE TEST CRITERIA FOR 
EXTERIOR CUTAIN WALL/FLOOR 
INTERSECTIONS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

716.3, 202 NEW TABLE 716.3 ADDED TO SPECIFY 
TEST STANDARDS FOR FIRE-RATED 
GLAZING AS WELL AS DESIGNATED 
‘MARKINGS’ FOR SUCH GLAZING 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

716.5 TABLE 715.4 EXPANDED TO INCLUDE 
SIZE AND MARKING REQUIREMENTS 
FOR DOOR VISION PANELS,  
ASSEMBLY RATING & GLAZING 
MARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SIDELIGHTS & TRANSOMS.  

2012 CLARIFICATION    

716.5.6 FIRE DAMPERS NOW REQUIRED FOR 
DUCT PENETRATIONS & AIR TRANSFER 
OPENINGS OCCURING IN FIRE-
RESISTANCE-RATED EXTERIOR WALLS 
REQUIRED TO HAVE PROTECTED 
OPENINGS. 

2009 ADDITION    

716.5.5.1 ALLOWANCE FOR GLAZING IN EXIT 
ENCLOSURE AND EXIT PASSAGEWAY 
DOORS HAS BEEN REVISED  

2012 MODIFICATION    

TABLE 716.6 TABLE 716.6 NOW IDENTIFIES 
MARKINGS REQUIRED ON FIRE-RATED 
GLAZING IN SPECIFIED APPLICATIONS 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

716.6.4 THE ALLOWANCE FOR USE OF WIRED 
GLASS WITHOUT COMPLIANCE WITH 
TEST STANDARDS HAS BEEN DELETED 

2012 DELETION    

       



717.5.4 THE OMISSION OF FIRE DAMPERS IN 
FIRE PARTITIONS IS NOW PERMITTED 
UNDER THE SAME CRITERIA 
PREVIOUSLY ESTABLISHED FOR FIRE 
BARRIERS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

718.2.6 FIREBLOCKING WITHIN EXTERIOR 
WALL COVERINGS NO LONGER 
REQUIRED WHERE WALL COVERING IS 
TESTED AND INSTALLED IN 
CONFORMANCE WITH NFPA 285 

2012 MODIFICATION    

801.2 CHAPTER 8 HAS BEEN REFORMATTED 
IN ITS ENTIRETY TO ALLOW FOR A 
MORE APPROPRIATE METHODOLOGY 
IN THE APPLICATION OF PROVISIONS 
ADDRESSING INTERIOR FLOOR & 
WALL FINISHES 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

803.11.4 MAX. ¼” THICK CLASS A MATERIALS 
NO LONGER PERMITTED AS INTERIOR 
WALL OR CEILING FINISHESWHERE 
SUSPENDED OR SET OUT FROM THEIR 
BACKING UNLESS NONCOMBUSTIBLE 

2009 MODIFICATION    

803.12 POLYPROPYLENE PLASTICS USED AS 
INTERIOR FINISHES MUST NOW MEET 
NEW TESTING CRITERIA 

2012 MODIFICATION    

803.13 NEW TESTING STANDARDS FOR SITE-
FABRICATED STRETCH SYSTEMS 

2009 ADDITION    

804.4 INTERIOR FLOOR FINISH 
REQUIREMENTS FOR FIBROUS 
FLOORING 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

804.4.1 GROUP I-1 FLOOR COVERING 
CLASSIFICATION IN EXITWAYS IS NOW 
CLASS 1 (NONSPRINKLERED) & CLASS 
II (SPRINKLERED) 

2009 ADDITION    

901.8 PUMP & RISER ROOM SIZED TO 
FACILITATE MAINTENANCE 

2012 ADDITION    

902.1 THE DEFINITION OF FIRE AREA NOW 
INCLUDES UNENCLOSED FLOOR AREA 
WITH A ROOF OR FLOOR ABOVE 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       



903.2.2 SPRINKLERS IN GROUP B 
AMBULATORY CARE FACILITIES NOW 
REGULATED ON A FLOOR-BY-FLOOR 
BASIS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

903.2.3 FIRE SPRINKLERS IN GROUP E 
OCCUPANCY NOW REQUIRED AT 
12,000 SQ. FT. NOT 20,000 SQ. FT. 

2009 MODIFICATION    

903.2.7 SPRINKLERS REQUIRED IN GROUP M 
OCCUPANCIES THAT SELL OR DISPLAY 
UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE 

2009 MODIFICATION    

903.2.4, 
903.2.7, 
903.2.9 

SPRINKLERS NOW REQUIRED IN ALL 
OCCUPANCIES WHERE UPHOLSTERED 
FURNITURE OR MATTRESSES ARE 
MANUFACTURED, STORED OR 
DISPLAYED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

903.2.10 ENCLOSED PARKING GARAGES NOT 
BENEATH OCCUPANCY GROUPS NOW 
ONLY REQUIRE SPRINKLERS WHEN 
THE FIRE AREA CONTAINING THE 
PARKING GARAGE EXCEEDS 12,000 
SQ. FT. 

2009 MODIFICATION    

903.2.11.1 THE METHOD FOR THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF EXTERIOR WALL OPENINGS FOR 
FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS TO NON-
SPRINKLERED STORIES & BASEMENTS 
IS CLARIFIED  

2009 CLARIFICATION    

903.2.11.1.3 BASEMENTS WITH WALLS, 
PARTITIONS OR FIXTURES THAT 
OBSTRUCT WATER FROM HOSE 
STREAMS NOW REQUIRE AUTOMATIC 
SPRINKLERS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

903.2.11.2 SPRINKLER PROTECTION OF RUBBISH 
& LINEN CHUTES  

2012 MODIFICATION    

903.3.1.2.1 SPRINKLER PROTECTION OF 
DWELLING UNIT EXTERIOR DECKS & 
BALCONIES IS NOW REQUIRED ONLY 
WHEN THERE IS A COMBUSTIBLE 
DECK OR ROOF ABOVE 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       



903.3.1.3 THE REFERENCES TO NFPA 13D 
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS INSTALLED IN 
ONE AND TWO FAMILY DWELLINGS 
HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO INCLUDE 
TOWNHOUSES 

2009 ADDITION    

903.3.5.2 SECONDARY WATER SUPPLIES MUST 
NOW BE DESIGNED TO OPERATE 
AUTOMATICALLY 

2012 MODIFICATION    

904.3.2 NOW ALL MULTIPLE FIRE-
EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS MUST BE 
DESIGNED TO OPERATE 
SIMULTANEOUSLY 

2012 MODIFICATION    

905.4 REQUIREMENTS FOR ROOF HOSE 
CONNECTIONS ON CLASS 1 
STANDPIPES HAVE BEEN CLARIFIED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

906 IFC PROVISIONS FOR PORTABLE FIRE 
EXTINGUISHERS HAVE BEEN ADDED 
TO THE IBC 

2009 ADDITION    

906.1 PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS IN 
GROUP R-2 OCCUPANCIES NO 
LONGER REQUIRED IF ONE IS 
PROVIDED IN EACH INDIVIDUAL UNIT 

2012 MODIFICATION    

907.2, 
EXCEPTIONS 

CLARIFIED REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SINGLE MANUAL FIRE ALARM BOXES 
IN SPRINKLERED R-2 OCCUPANCIES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

907.2.1 FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS REQUIREMENTS 
IN BUILDINGS WITH TWO OR MORE 
GROUP A OCCUPANCIES NOW BASED 
ON WHETHER THEY ARE IN SEPARATE 
FIRE AREAS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

907.2.1.2 MASS NOTIFICATION FIRE ALARM 
SYSTEMS IN LARGE STADIUMS, 
ARENAS AND GRANDSTANDS NOW 
REQUIRE CAPTIONED MESSAGES 

2012 ADDITION    

907.2.3 EMERGENCY VOICE/ALARM 
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM NOW 
REQUIRED IN GROUP E OCCUPANCIES 
WITH AN OCCUPANT LOAD OF 30 OR 
MORE 

2012 MODIFICATIONS    



907.2.9.3 SMOKE DETECTION SYSTEMS IN 
GROUP R-2 COLLEGE BUILDINGS ARE 
NOW REQUIRED 

2012 ADDITION    

907.2.11.3 SMOKE ALARM INTERCONNECTION 
REQUIREMENTS NOW APPLY TO 
GROUP I-1 OCCUPANCIES AND ALLOW 
FOR USE OF WIRELESS ALARMS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

908.7  IN NEW & EXISTING BUILDINGS OF 
GROUP R AND I OCCUPANCIES WITH 
FUEL-BURNING APPLIANCES OR 
ATTACHED GARAGES, CARBON 
MONOXIDE ALARMS ARE NOW 
REQUIRED  

2012 ADDITION    

913, 913.2.1 ROOMS INSIDE BUILDINGS THAT 
HOUSE FIRE PUMPS NOW REQUIRE 
FIRE-RESISTANT SEPARATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE IBC 

2009 ADDITION    

914 REQUIREMENTS IN THE IFC FOR 
IDENTIFICATION OF SHAFTWAY 
HAZARDS & THE LOCATION OF FIRE 
PROTECTION SYSTEMS ARE NOW 
INCLUDED IN THE IBC 

2009 ADDITION    

1001.4 FIRE SAFETY & EVACUATION PLANS 
NOW REFERENCE THE IFC PROVISIONS 
FOR CONSISTENCY 

2012 ADDITION    

1002.1 THE DEFINITIONS OF SEVERAL MEANS 
OF EGRESS TERMS HAVE BEEN ADDED 
OR REVISED 

2009 ADDITION    

1004.1.2, 
TABLE 
1004.1.2 

AN OCCUPANT LOAD FACTOR FOR 
MUSEUMS & EXHIBIT GALLERIES HAS 
BEEN ESTABLISHED AS 30 SQUARE 
FEET PER OCCUPANT 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1005 REDUCED EXIT WIDTH FACTORS HAVE 
BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR BUILDINGS 
THAT MEET CERTAIN CRITERIA 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1005.2, 
1005.3 

THE METHOD OF MEASUREMENT FOR 
MEANS OF EGRESS WIDTH HAS BEEN 
SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       



1007 EXTERIOR AREAS FOR ASSISTED 
RESCUE CAN NOW BE PROVIDED ON 
STORIES ABOVE THE LEVEL OF EXIT 
DISCHARGE.  IN ADDITION, OPEN 
INTERIOR EXIT ACCESS STAIRWAYS 
ARE NOW RECOGNIZED AS 
ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS 
COMPONENTS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1007.3, 
1007.4 

AREAS OF REFUGE ARE NO LONGER 
MANDATED AS REQUIRED ELEMENTS 
OF ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS IN 
THOSE BUILDINGS EQUIPPED 
THROUGHOUT WITH AN AUTOMATIC 
SPRINKLER SYSTEM 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1007.6.3, 
1007.8 

A MEANS OF TWO-WAY 
COMMUNICATION IS NOW ALSO 
REQUIRED IN MULTI-STORY 
BUILDINGS IN WHICH AREAS OF 
REFUGE ARE NOT PROVIDED 

2009 ADDITION    

1008.1.2, 
EXCEPTION 9 

A MANUALLY OPERATED HORIZONTAL 
SLIDING DOOR IS NOW PERMITTED AS 
A MEANS OF EGRESS ELEMENT IN 
OCCUPANCIES OTHER THAN GROUP 
H, PROVIDED THE OCCUPANT LOAD IS 
LIMITED 

2009 ADDITION    

1008.1.2 THE OCCUPANT LOAD USED TO 
DETERMINE THE DOOR SWING 
REQUIREMENTS IS NOT TO BE BASED 
ON AN ASSIGNED OR DISTRIBUTED 
OCCUPANY LOAD, BUT ON THE 
ENTIRE OCCUPANT LOAD OF THE 
SPACE SERVED BY THE DOOR 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

1008.1.9.4 THE ALLOWANCE FOR THE USE OF 
MANUALLY OPERATED EDGE OR 
SURFACE MOUNTED BOLTS ON THE 
INACTIVE LEAF OF A PAIR OF DOORS 
HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO LIMITED 
APPLICATIONS IN GROUP B, F, S, AND 
I-2 OCCUPANCIES 

2009 ADDITION    



1008.1.9.6 THE INSTALLATION OF LOCKING 
DEVICES NOT USABLE BY THE 
PATIENTS OF A GROUP I-2 
OCCUPANCY IS NOW PERMITTED 
WHERE MULTIPLE CONDITIONS ARE 
MET 

2009 ADDITION    

1008.1.9.8 ELECTROMAGNETICALLY LOCKING 
EGRESS DOORS ARE NOW PERMITTED 
IN LIMITED OCCUPANCIES UNDER 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS 

2009 ADDITION    

1008.1.9.9 USE OF ELECTROMAGNETICALLY 
LOCKING DOORS IS EXPANDED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1008.1.10.1 PANIC HARDWARE AND FIRE EXIT 
HARDWARE INSTALLED ON MEANS OF 
EGRESS DOORS MUST NOW BE LISTED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH UL 305, PANIC 
HARDWARE 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

1009, 1010, 
202 

REVISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR 
INTERIOR STAIRWAYS & RAMPS TO BE 
USED AS A PORTION OF THE MEANS 
OF EGRESS 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

1009.1 STAIRWAY PROVISIONS ARE NOW 
EXPANDED TO INCLUDE EVEN 
‘CONVENIENCE’ STAIRWAYS THAT ARE 
NOT A PORTION OF A REQUIRED 
MEANS OF EGRESS 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

1009.4.5, 
EXCEPTION 2 

OPEN RISERS IN GROUP F, H, AND S 
OCCUPANCIES ARE NOW PERMITTED 
AT STAIRWAYS LOCATED IN AREAS 
NOT ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC  

2009 MODIFICATION    

1009.9 THE METHOD OF DETERMINING THE 
WIDTH OF A SPIRAL STAIRWAY HAS 
BEEN MODIFIED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1009.12 IN DWELLING AND SLEEPING UNITS 
OF GROUP R-2 & R-3 OCCUPANCIES, A 
HANDRAIL IS NOW REQUIRED ONLY 
FOR STAIRS HAVING FOUR OR MORE 
RISERS 

2009 MODIFICATIONS    

       



1009.14 WHERE ACCESS TO A ROOF OR 
PENTHOUSE IS REQUIRED TO 
MAINTAIN ELEVATOR EQUIPMENT, A 
STAIRWAY MUST NOW BE PROVIDED 
FOR ACCESS PURPOSES 

2009 ADDITION    

1010.9.1 THE MINIMUM REQUIRED HEIGHT OF 
4 INCHES FOR A CURB USED AS EDGE 
PROTECTION AT THE SIDE OF RAMPS 
AND RAMP LANDINGS HAS BEEN 
CLARIFIED 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

1011.1 EXIT SIGNS ARE NOW REQUIRED 
WITHIN EXITS AND INTERVENING 
DOORS WITHIN EXITS TO CLEARLY 
INDICATE THE DIRECTION OF MEANS 
OF EGRESS TRAVEL 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1011.2 WHERE GENERAL-USE EXIT SIGNS ARE 
REQUIRED IN GROUP R-1 
OCCUPANCIES, LOW-LEVEL EXIT SIGNS 
MUST ALSO BE PROVIDED IN THE 
MEANS OF EGRESS SERVING THE 
GUEST ROOMS 

2012 ADDITION    

1011.4 INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED EXIT SIGNS 
ARE NOW REQUIRED TO BE LISTED 
AND LABELED PER UL 924 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1012.2 THE HANDRAIL HEIGHT FOR 
ALTERNATING TREAD DEVICES HAS 
BEEN MODIFIED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1012.2 TRANSITION PIECES OF A 
CONTINUOUS HANDRAIL ARE NOW 
PERMITTED TO EXCEED THE 
MAXIMUM PERMITTED HANDRAIL 
HEIGHT 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1012.3 CRITERIA HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR 
ADDITIONAL COMPLYING HANDRAIL 
SHAPES 

2009 ADDITION    

1012.3.1, 
1012.8 

A MINIMUM CROSS-SECTION 
DIMENSION HAS NOW BEEN 
ESTABLISHED FOR THE GRASPABILITY 
OF NONCIRCULAR TYPE I HANDRAILS 

2012 MODIFICATION    



1013.1  THE METHOD FOR DETERMINING 
WHERE A GUARD IS REQUIRED HAS 
BEEN MODIFIED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1013.1, 
1013.8 

THE GUARD REQUIREMENTS FOR 
OPERABLE WINDOWS HAS BEEN 
REVISED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1013.2 FIXED SEATING ADJACENT TO A 
GUARD IS NOW CONSIDERED A 
WALKING SURFACE AND THE 
MINIMUM HEIGHT OF THE GUARD IS 
TO BE MEASURED FROM THAT 
SURFACE RATHER THAN FROM THE 
FLOOR 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1013.3 THE PERMITTED MAXIMUM SIZE OF 
OPENINGS IN THE UPPER PORTION OF 
GUARDS HAS BEEN REDUCED FROM 8 
INCHES TO 4 3/8 INCHES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1013.3 THE MINIMUM HEIGHT FOR GUARDS 
IN GROUP R-3 OCCUPANCIES AND 
WITHIN INDIVIDUAL GROUP R-2 
DWELLING UNITS HAS BEEN 
DECREASED FROM 42 INCHES TO 36 
INCHES 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1014.3 AN ALLOWANCE FOR AN EXTENDED 
COMMON PATH OF EGRESS TRAVEL 
IN GROUP R-2 OCCUPANCIES IS NOW 
ALSO AVAILABLE IN BUILDINGS THAT 
ARE PROTECTED THROUGHOUT WITH 
AN NFPA 13R AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER 
SYSTEM 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1015.1 THE OCCUPANT LOAD THRESHOLD AT 
WHICH A SECOND MEANS OF EGRESS 
IS REQUIRED FROM A GROUP R-2 
OCCUPANCY HAS BEEN INCREASED 
FROM 11 TO 21 IN BUILDINGS WITH 
AN AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       
       
       



1016.1 THE APPROPRIATE MEASUREMENT OF 
TRAVEL DISTANCE HAS BEEN 
CLARIFIED TO INDICATE THAT IT 
INCLUDES TRAVEL ON UNENCLOSED 
EXIT ACCESS STAIRWAYS 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

1016.2 THE ALLOWANCE FOR AN INCREASED 
TRAVEL DISTANCE IN SPRINKLERED 
GROUP F-1 & S-1 OCCUPANCIES THAT 
ARE PROVIDED WITH AUTOMATIC 
SMOKE AND HEAT VENTS HAS BEEN 
ELIMINATED 

2009 DELETION    

1018.4 THE PERMISSIBLE LENGTH OF A DEAD-
END CORRIDOR HAS BEEN EXTENDED 
TO 50 FEET IN GROUP E, I-1, M, R-1, R-
2, R-4, S, AND U OCCUPANCIES IF THE 
BUILDING IS PROVIDED THROUGHOUT 
WITH AN NFPA 13 AUTOMATIC 
SPRINKLER SYSTEM 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1021.2, TABLE 
1021.2 

THE ALLOWANCE FOR SINGLE-EXIT 
BUILDIINGS HAS BEEN CLARIFIED TO 
ADDRESS EGRESS FROM INDIVIDUAL 
STORIES WITHIN THE BUILDINGS 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

1021.2 EXITS ARE NOW PERMITTED TO BE 
ARRANGED WHERE THEY SERVE A 
PORTION OF A STORY INSTEAD OF 
REQUIRING THAT ALL OF THE 
REQUIRED EXITS FROM THE STORY BE 
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL OF THE 
OCCUPANTS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1021.2.1 A RATIO EQUATION IS NOW TO BE 
USED TO DETERMINE IF A SINGLE EXIT 
IS ALLOWED TO SERVE THE 
COMBINED OCCUPANT LOAD FROM 
DIFFERENT OCCUPANCIES 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

1021.2.3, 
TABLE 
1021.2(1) 

A NEW SECTION CLARIFIES WHEN A 
SINGLE EXIT IS PERMITTED WITHIN OR 
FROM AN INDIVIDUAL DWELLING 
UNIT.   

2012 MODIFICATION    

       



1022.1 THE FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING OF AN 
EXIT ENCLOSURE CANNOT BE LESS 
THAN THE RATING OF THE FLOOR 
CONSTRUCTION PENETRATED BY THE 
ENCLOSURE 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

1022.5 PENETRATIONS OF THE OUTSIDE 
MEMBRANE OF A FIRE BARRIER 
UTILIZED TO ENCLOSE AN INTERIOR 
EXIT STAIR OR RAMP ARE NOW 
PERMITTED PROVIDED THE 
PENETRATION IS PROPERLY 
PROTECTED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1024 PHOTOLUMINESCENT OR SELF-
LUMINOUS EXIT PATH MARKINGS ARE 
NOW REQUIRED IN EXIT ENCLOSURES 
AND EXIT PASSAGEWAYS OF 
SPECIFIED HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS IN 
ORDER TO DELINEATE THE EXIT PATH 

2009 ADDITION    

1028.1 ASSEMBLY USES CLASSIFIED AS 
GROUP E OCCUPANCIES ARE NOW 
SUBJECT TO THE SPECIFIC MEANS OF 
EGRESS PROVISIONS SET FORTH FOR 
GROUP A OCCUPANCIES IN SECTION 
1028 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1028.1.1.1 SPACES BENEATH GRANDSTANDS AND 
BLEACHERS ARE NOW REQUIRED TO 
BE ADEQUATELY SEPARATED TO 
PROTECT THE ASSEMBLY SEATING 
AREA FROM ANY POTENTIAL 
HAZARDS 

2012 ADDITION    

1028.4 THE PHYSICAL BARRIER REQUIRED TO 
SEPARATE THE WAITING AREAS 
WITHIN LOBBIES OF GROUP A-1 
OCCUPANCIES FROM THE MEANS OF 
EGRESS PATHS IS NO LONGER 
MANDATED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       
       
       



1103.2.3 THE MAXIMUM SIZE OF THOSE 
EPLOYEE WORK AREAS SPECIFICALLY 
EXEMPTED FROM ALL ACCESSIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS HAS BEEN INCREASED 
FROM 150 SQUARE FEET TO 300 
SQUARE FEET 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1103.2.13 THE DEGREE OF ACCESSIBILITY 
REQUIRED IN A LIVE/WORK UNIT HAS 
BEEN ESTABLISHED BASED ON A 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE 
RESIDENTIAL USE AND THE BUSINESS 
OR MERCHANTILE ACTIVITY 

2009 ADDITION    

1104.3.1 WHERE AN EMPLOYEE WORK AREA IS 
LESS THAN 1000 SQUARE FEET IN 
FLOOR AREA, THE COMMON USE 
CIRCULATION PATH NEED NOT MEET 
ACCESSIBLE ROUTE REQUIREMENTS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1006.5 WHERE A REQUIRED ACCESSIBLE VAN 
SPACE IS LOCATED WITHIN A PRIVATE 
GARAGE SERVING A GROUP R-2 OR R-
3 OCCUPANCY, THE MINIMUM 
VERTICAL CLEARANCE NEED BE ONLY 
7 FEET ABOVE THE GARAGE FLOOR 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1107.3  THE MANEUVERVING CLEARANCE 
MANDATED ADJACENT TO PASSAGE 
DOORS IS NO LONGER REQUIRED AT 
THE ROOM SIDE OF DOORS TO 
SLEEPING UNITS IN GROUP I-1 
FACILITIES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1107.6.1 A REDUCED NUMBER OR 
PERCENTAGE OF THE FACILITIES IN 
ACCESSIBLE UNITS ARE NOW 
REQUIRED TO BE ACCESSIBLE 

2012 MODIFICATION    

TABLE 
1107.6.1.1 

THE REQUIRED TYPE OF BATHING 
FACILITIES IN ACCESSIBLE DWELLING  
& SLEEPING UNITS HAS BEEN 
MODIFIED TO OFFER THE SAME 
BATHING OPTIONS FOUND IN 
STANDARD ROOMS 

2009 MODIFICATION    



1108.2.7.3 THE CAPTIONING OF AUDIBLE PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENTS IS NOW ONLY 
REQUIRED FOR ASSEMBLY SPACES 
HAVING A PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM 
AND 15,000 OR MORE SEATS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1108.4.1 THE GENERAL REQUIREMENT FOR 
COURTROOM ACCESSIBILITY HAS 
BEEN REPLACED WITH SEVERAL 
PROVISIONS THAT ADDRESS 
ELEMENTS SPECIFIC TO THE JUDICIAL 
ACTIVITIES THAT OCCUR 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1109.2, 
1109.5 

TOILET FACILITIES AND DRINKING 
FOUNTAINS THAT ARE ‘PRIMARILY 
FOR CHILDREN’S USE’ MAY NOW BE 
INSTALLED AT A LOWER HEIGHT THAT 
GENERALLY PERMITTED FOR 
ACCESSIBLE ELEMENTS AND 
CONSIDERED AS THE REQUIRED 
ELEMENTS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1109.2.3 A LAVATORY WITH ENHANCED REACH 
RANGES IS NOW REQUIRED IN A 
TOILET ROOM OR BATHING FACILITY 
THAT IS PROVIDED WITH SIX OR 
MORE LAVATORIES 

2009 ADDITION    

1109.6 SAUNAS AND STEAM ROOMS ARE 
NOW SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIED AS 
FEATURES AND FACILITIES THAT MUST 
BE ACCESSIBLE 

2012 ADDITION    

1109.12.1 IN GROUP R-2 APARTMENT HOUSES, 
MONASTARIES, AND CONVENTS IN 
WHICH ACCESSIBLE ROOMS IN TYPE A 
UNITS ARE PROVIDED WITH 
OPERABLE WINDOWS, AT LEAST ONE 
WINDOW IN EACH ROOM SHALL BE 
ACCESSIBLE 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

       
       
       
       



1110.4 VARIABLE MESSAGE SIGNS IN 
TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES AND 
EMERGENCY SHELTERS ARE NOW 
REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE A117.1-2009 
STANDARD 

2012 ADDITION    

1203.1 THE OPTION OF NATURAL 
VENTILATION RATHER THAN 
MECHANICAL VENTILATION IS NOW 
UNAVAILABLE WHEN A DWELLING 
UNIT IS TESTED USING A BLOWER 
DOOR TEST AND IT IS DETERMINED 
THAT AN ADEQUATE NUMBER OF AIR 
CHANGES ARE NOT PROVIDED 

2012 ADDITION    

1203.2 THE MINIMUM REQUIRED 
VENTILATION AREA FOR ATTICS HAS 
BEEN CLARIFIED AND EXCEPTIONS 
ARE NOW PROVIDED THAT EITHER 
ALLOW A REDUCTION IN THE VENT 
AREA OR ELIMINATE THE 
REQUIREMENT COMPLETELY 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1208.3 THE MINIMUM FLOOR AREA 
REQUIREMENT OF 50 SQUARE FEET 
FOR KITCHENS HAS BEEN DELETED 

2012 DELETION    

1210 THE WATER CLOSET COMPARTMENT 
AND URINAL PARTITION 
REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN 
RELOCATED FROM CHAPTER 29 TO 
SECTION 1210 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

1210.1 SMOOTH WALL BASE MATERIAL IN 
TOILET, BATHING AND SHOWER 
ROOMS IS NOW ALLOWED TO EXTEND 
UP THE WALL ONLY 4 INCHES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1402.1, 1408 PROVISIONS REGULATING EXTERIOR 
INSULATION AND FINISH SYSTEMS 
(EFIS) HAVE BEEN EXPANDED TO 
INCLUDE REFERENCES TO OTHER 
SECTIONS OF THE IBC AND NEW ASTM 
STANDARDS SPECIFIC TO EFIS 

2009 ADDITION    



1403.5 A FLAME-SPREAD TEST OF THE WALL 
ASSEMBLY IS NOW REQUIRED WHERE 
COMBUSTIBLE WATER-RESISTIVE 
BARRIERS ARE USED IN THE EXTERIOR 
WASSL OF TYPE I,II,III, AND 1V 
BUILDINGS THAT ARE GRETAER THAN 
40 FEET IN HEIGHT 

2012 ADDITION    

1404.12, 
1405.18, 202 

IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THE HAZARDS 
CREATED BY POLYPROPYLENE SIDING, 
SUCH  MATERIAL ARE NOW 
REGULATED FOR FLAME-SPREAD, 
TESTING REQUIREMENTS AND FIRE-
SEPARATION DISTANCE 

2012 ADDITION    

1405.6 ANCHORED VENEER ON BUILDINGS 
LOCATED IN SEISMIC DESIGN 
CATEGORY D NO LONGER MUST 
COMPLY WITH THE JOINT 
REINFORCING REQUIREMENTS 
APPLICABLE TO SEISMIC DESIGN 
CATEGORIES E AND F  

2012 DELETION    

1503.4 THE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION 
PROVISIONS OF THE IPC FOR ROOF 
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS ARE NOW 
SPECIFICALLY REFERENCED IN THE IBC 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

1507.2.8.1 NEW PROVISIONS FOR ROOF 
UNDERLAYMENT IN HIGH-WIND 
AREAS 

2012 ADDITION    

1507.16 ROOF GARDENS AND LANDSCAPED 
ROOFS ARE NOW REGULATED FOR 
ROOF CONSTRUCTION AND 
STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY IN 
GENERALLY THE SAME MANNER AS 
ALL OTHER ROOF SYSTEMS 

2009 ADDITION    

       
       
       
       
       
       



1507.16 THE IBC NOW PROVIDES A REFERENCE 
TO NEW IFC PROVISIONS ON ROOF 
GARDENS AND LANDSCAPED ROOFS 
AS A MEANS OF CONTROLLING THE 
POTENTIAL HAZARDS THESE 
COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS ON THE 
ROOF COULD CREATE 

2012 ADDITION    

1507.17, 
3111, 202 

PHOTOVOLTAIC ELEMENTS MUST 
NOW MEET THE GENERAL CODE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ROOFING 
MATERIALS & ROOFTOP STRUCTURES 

2012 ADDITION    

1509, 202 TECHNICAL CHANGES & PROVISIONS 
ADDRESSING ROOFTOP STRUCTURES 
HAVE BEEN REFORMATTED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1509.2 THE HEIGHT, AREA, AND USE 
LIMITATIONS FOR PENTHOUSES AND 
SIMILAR ROOFTOP STRUCTURES NOW 
ARE NOT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 
BUILDING AREA OR FIRE AREA 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

1509.2.4 THE USE OF FIRE-RETARDANT-
TREATED WOOD IS NOW PERMITTED 
FOR PENTHOUSES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1510.3 EXISTING ICE DAMS ARE NOW 
PERMITTED TO REMAIN IN PLACE 
WHEN REPLACING A ROOF COVERING 

2012 MODIFICATION    

CHAPTER 16, 
CHAPTER 35 

SUPPLEMENT #2 TO THE 2005 
EDITION OF ASCE/SEI 7 IS NOW 
REFERENCED IN CHAPTER 16 AND IT 
REVISES THE MINIMUM BASE SHEAR 
EQUATIONS FOR BOTH BUILDINGS 
AND NON BUILDING STRUCTURES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1602, TABLE 
1607.1 

DECKS & BALCONIES NOW HAVE THE 
SAME LIVE LOAD AS THE OCCUPANCY 
THEY SERVE.  THE DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN DECKS AND BALCONIES 
WAS REMOVED BY DELETING THE 
DEFINITIONS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       
       



1604.3 DEFLECTION LIMITS FOR ROOF & 
WALL MEMBERS SUPPORTING 
PLASTER OR STUCCO HAVE BEEN 
CLARIFIED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1604.5, 202 THE TERM “OCCUPANCY CATEGORY” 
HAS BEEN CHANGED TO “RISK 
CATEGORY” TO BETTER REFLECT THE 
INTENDED MEANING AND TO 
COORDINATE WITH THE 
TERMINOLOGY USED IN ASCE 7-10 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1604.8.2 ALL WALLS MUST NOW BE ANCHORED 
TO FLOORS, ROOFS, AND OTHER 
STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS THAT 
PROVIDE LATERAL SUPPORT FOR THE 
WALL 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1604.8.3 LOADING CONDITIONS ON 
CANTILEVERED DECKS HAVE BEEN 
MODIFIED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1605.1.1 IF FACTORED LOADS ARE USED WHEN 
PERFORMING STABILITY ANALYSIS OF 
STRUCTURES, SOIL RESISTANCE AND 
STRENGTH REDUCTION FACTORS 
MUST NOW BE CONSIDERED 

2009 ADDITION    

1605.2 THE STRENGTH DESIGN LOAD 
COMBINATIONS IN THE 2012 IBC 
HAVE BEEN COORDINATED WITH 
SECTION 2.3 OF ASCE 7-10 AND 
EXPANDED TO INCLUDE LOADS DUE 
TO FLUIDS, F, AND OTHER LATERAL 
PRESSURES, H, AS WELL AS ICE LOADS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1605.3 THE ALLOWABLE STRESS DESIGN 
LOAD COMBINATIONS IN THE 2012 
IBC HAVE BEEN COORDINATED WITH 
SECTION 2.4 OR ASCE 7-10 & 
EXPANDED TO INCLUDE LOADS DUE 
TO FLUIDS, F, AND OTHER LATERAL 
PRESSURES, H, AS WELL AS ICE LOADS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

       
       



1605.3.1 & 
1605.3.2 

THE ALLOWABLE STRESS DESIGN 
LOAD COMBINATIONS ARE NOW 
CONSISTENT WHERE ROOF LIVE LOAD 
AND EARTHQUAKE LOAD EFFECTS ARE 
COMBINED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

TABLE 1607.1 THE LIVE LOADS ESTABLISHED IN IBC 
SECTION 1607 & TABLE 1607.1 HAVE 
BEEN MODIFIED AND UPDATED IN 
ORDER TO COORDINATE WITH THE 
LIVE LOADS OF CHAPTER 4 & TABLE 4-
1 IN ASCE 7-10 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1607.6, 202 THE TERMINOLOGY & LIVE LOAD 
DESIGN REQUIREMENTS FOR 
HELICOPTER LANDING AREAS 
(HELIPADS) HAVE BEEN UPDATED & 
COORDINATED WITH ASCE 7-10 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1607.7 PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE 
DESIGN OF STRUCTURES THAT 
SUPPORT HEAVY VEHICLE LOADS IN 
EXCESS OF 10,000 POUNDS GROSS 
VEHICLE WEIGTH (GVW) HAVE BEEN 
UPDATED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1607.7.1.3 THE ALLOWANCE FOR A 1/3 STRESS 
INCREASE FOR THE ALLOWABLE 
STRESS DESIGN OF HANDRAILS AND 
GUARDS HAS BEEN DELETED 

2009 DELETION    

1607.7.3 ADDS A SECOND APPLICATION OF 
LOADING FOR PARKING STRUCTURE 
VEHICLE BARRIERS ADDRESSING 
HEAVIER AND TALLER VEHICLES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1607.11.2.2 REMOVES THE LIVE LOAD REDUCTION 
FOR SPECIAL PURPOSE ROOFS OF 
GROUP A OCCUPANCIES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1608.3, 
1611.2, 202 

A DEFINITION OF “SUSCEPTIBLE BAY” 
HAS BEEN ADDED TO IDENTIFY 
WHERE PONDING MUST BE 
CONSIDERED IN THE DESIGN OF ROOF 
STRUCTURES 

2012 MODIFICATION    

       



1609, 202 WIND DESIGN REQUIREMENTS OF 
THIS SECTION HAVE BEEN UPDATED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1609.1.1 & 
1609.6 

A NEW SIMPLIFIED WIND DESIGN 
METHOD BASED ON THE ASCE 7 
ANALYTICAL PROCEDURE, IDENTIFIED 
AS THE ALTERNATE ALL-HEIGHTS 
METHOD, IS NOW AVAILABLE AS AN 
ALTERNATE TO ASCE 7 METHODS 1 & 
2 

2009 ADDITION    

1609.1.1, 
1609.1.1.2 

RECOMMENDATIONS PERTAINING TO 
WIND TUNNEL TESTING FROM THE 
ASCE/SEI 7-05 COMMENTARY HAVE 
BEEN INCORPORATED DIRECTLY INTO 
THE CODE SO THAT THEY ARE 
ENFORCEABLE 

2009 ADDITION    

1609.1.1, 
2308.2.1 

THE REFERENCE TO THE ICC LEGACY 
STANDARD SSTD 10-99 HAS BEEN 
DELETED AND REPLACED WITH A 
REFERENCE TO THE NEW 2008 
EDITION OF ICC-600, STANDARD FOR 
RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION IN HIGH 
WIND REGIONS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1609.1.2 THE PRESCRIPTIVE USE OF WOOD 
STRUCTURAL PANELS IN LIEU OF 
IMPACT-RESISTANT GLAZING OR 
IMPACT-RESISTANT COVERING IS 
NOW LIMITED ONLY TO BUILDINGS OF 
GROUP R-3 OR R-4 OCCUPANCY 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1609.1.2.2 ANSI/DASMA 115, NOW REFERENCED 
BY THE IBC, SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSES 
THE TESTING OF GLAZED OPENINGS 
IN GARAGE DOORS FOR WIND-BORNE 
DEBRIS RESISTANCE 

2009 ADDITION    

       
       
       
       
       
       



1610.1, 1807 THE CODE PROVISIONS PERTAIINING 
TO SOIL LATERAL LOADS, 
FOUNDATION WALLS, AND 
EMBEDDED POSTS AND POLES HAVE 
BEEN REORGANIZED AND TECHNICAL 
REVISIONS WERE MADE TO CLARIFY 
THE PROVISIONS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1613.3.1, 202 THE IBC SEISMIC GROUND MOTION 
MAPS HAVE BEEN UPDATED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1613.4 MANY OF THE ALTERNATIVES TO 
ASCE7-05 THAT WERE IN THE 2009 IBC 
HAVE BEEN DELETED BECAUSE THEY 
HAVE BEEN INCORPORATED INTO 
ASCE 7-10 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1613.6.1, 
2305 

SEVERAL PORTIONS OF SECTION 2305 
PERTAINING TO LATERAL DESIGN OF 
WOOD STRUCTURES WERE DELETED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1613.6.3 AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 
INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE 2007 EDITION OF NFPA 13 ARE 
NOW RECOGNIZED AS COMPLIANT 
WITH ASCE 7 SEISMIC BRACING 
PROVISIONS 

2009 ADDITION    

1613.6.4 SEISMIC DESIGN COEFFICIENTS AND 
LIMITATIONS FOR AUTOCLAVED 
AERATED CONCRETE (AAC) MASONRY 
SHEAR WALL SYSTEMS HAVE BEEN 
ADDED TO THE IBC 

2009 ADDITION    

1613.6.6 ASCE 7 SECTION 12.2.5.4 HAS BEEN 
AMENDED TO PERMIT HEIGHT 
INCREASES FOR SPECIAL STEEL PLATE 
SHEAR WALL SYSTEMS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       
       
       
       
       
       



       
1613.6.7 REQUIREMENTS FOR MINIMUM BLDG 

SEPARATION THAT WERE IN PRIOR 
EDITIONS OF THE IBC HAVE BEEN 
RESTORED AND A MINIMUM 
REQUIRED SEPARATION DISTANCE 
BETWEEN ADJOINING BUILDINGS 
THAT ARE NOT STRUCTURALLY 
CONNECTED HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 

2009 ADDITION    

1613.6.8 THE EXCEPTIONS FROM SEISMIC 
BRACING REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 
13.6.7 OF ASCE 7 HAVE BEEN 
EXTENDED TO INCLUDE SMALL DUCTS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1613.7 THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ANCHORAGE OF WALLS HAS BEEN 
REPLACED 

2009 ADDITION    

1614 MINIMUM STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY 
REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN 
PROVIDED FOR HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS 
ASSIGNED TO OCCUPANCY 
CATEGORIES III & IV 

2009 ADDITION    

1614, 202 A NEW SECTION, DEFINITION AND 
NOTATION FOR ICE LOADS ON ICE 
SENSITIVE STRUCTURES HAVE BEEN 
ADDED TO THE CODE IN ORDER TO 
PROVIDE CONSISTENCY WITH ASCE 7-
10 

2012 ADDITION    

1704 THE REQUIREMENTS PERTAINING TO 
SPECIAL INSPECTOR QUALIFICATIONS 
HAVE BEEN CLARIFIED, AND THE 
SPECIAL INSPECTION EXEMPTION FOR 
GROUP R-3 OCCUPANCIES HAS BEEN 
DELETED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1704.3 THE PROVISIONS REQUIRING SPECIFIC 
ITEMS TO HAVE SPECIAL INSPECTION 
AND THE INFO REQUIRED TO BE 
INCLUDED HAS BEEN CHANGED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

       
       



TABLE 1704.4 CONTINUOUS SPECIAL INSPECTION IS 
NOW REQUIRED FOR CAST-IN-PLACE 
BOLTS INSTALLED IN CONCRETE 
WHERE STRENGTH DESIGN IS USED, 
AND PERIODIC SPECIAL INSPECTION IS 
NOW MANDATED FOR ANCHORS 
POST-INSTALLED IN HARDENED 
CONCRETE 

2009 MODOFICATION    

1704.3.4, 
1704.6.2 

TWO NEW SECTIONS HAVE BEEN 
ADDED TO REQUIRE THAT THE 
SPECIAL INSPECTOR VERIFY THAT 
TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT 
BRACING ARE INSTALLED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPROVED 
TRUSS SUBMITTAL PACKAGE FOR 
BOTH COLD-FORMED STEEL AND 
WOOD TRUSSES 

2009 ADDITION    

1705.2 SPECIAL INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 
FOR STRUCTURAL STEEL HAVE BEEN 
DELETED FROM CHAPTER 17 BECAUSE 
THE NEW STANDARD FOR 
STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDINGS 
(ANSI/AISC 360-10) INCLUDES 
QUALITY ASSURANCE PROVISIONS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

TABLE 1705.3 THE TYPE OF SPECIAL INSPECTION 
REQUIRED FOR ANCHORS CAST IN 
CONCRETE AND POST INSTALLED 
ANCHORS IN HARDENED CONCRETE 
HAVE BEEN CLARIFIED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1705.4 REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIAL 
INSPECTION OF MASONRY 
CONSTRUCTION HAVE BEEN DELETED 
FROM CHAPTER 17 OF THE 2012 IBC 
BECAUSE OTHER AGENCY 
REFERENCES SPECIFY THOSE 
REQUIREMENTS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

       
       
       



1705.16 SPECIAL INSPECTION OF FIRE-
RESISTANT PENETRATION AND JOINT 
SYSTEMS IN HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS IN 
CERTAIN RISK CATEGORIES IS NOW 
REQUIRED 

2012 ADDITION    

1706.1 SPECIAL INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 
HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR 
BUILDINGS SITED IN AREAS OF HIGH 
WIND 
 

2009 ADDITION    

1707.4 THE EXEMPTION FROM SPECIAL 
INSPECTION OF WOOD LIGHT-FRAME 
CONSTRUCTION WHERE THE 
FASTENER SPACING OF THE 
SHEATHING IS MORE THAN 4 INCHES 
ON CENTER IS NOW ALSO APPLICABLE 
TO COLD-FORMED STEEL LIGHT-
FRAME CONSTRUCTION 

2009 MODIFICATION    

CHAPTER 18 THE SCOPE OF GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO THE 
DESIGN OF ALL FOUNDATIONS AND 
THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 
RELATED TO THE DESIGN OF 
SHALLOW FOUNDATIONS HAVE BEEN 
CLARIFIED, AND TECHNICAL CHANGES 
HAVE BEEN MADE TO RESOLVE 
CONFLICTING CODE REQUIREMENTS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1802, 1810 THE DEEP FOUNDATION 
REQUIREMENTS WERE REORGANIZED 
IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE REPETITION, 
RESOLVE CONFLICTING DEFINITIONS, 
AND GENERALIZE AND SIMPLIFY 
REQUIREMENTS WHEREVER POSSIBLE 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       
       
       
       
       
       



1803, 1804 THE PROVISIONS RELATED TO 
GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS AND 
EXCAVATION, GRADING, AND FILL 
HAVE BEEN REORGANIZED AND 
CLARIFIED AND THE APPROPRIATE 
TERM, GEOTECHNICAL, IS NOW 
CONSISTENTLY USED AS IT RELATES 
TO GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS 
AND GEOTECHNICAL REPORTS 
 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1803.5.12 THE REQUIREMENT THAT 
GEOTECHNICAL REPORTS ADDRESS 
EARTHQUAKE LOADS ON 
FOUNDATION WALLS AND RETAINING 
WALLS IN SEISMIC DESIGN 
CATEGORIES D,E, AND F HAS BEEN 
MODIFIED SO THAT IT ONLY APPLIES 
TO THOSE WALLS SUPPORTING MORE 
THAN 6 FEET OF BACKFILL 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1807 MODIFIES THE FACTOR OF SAFETY 
AGAINST SLIDING FOR RETAINING 
WALLS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1807.2 IN THE DESIGN ANALYSIS FOR A 
RETAINING WALL, LATERAL SOIL 
PRESSURE ON BOTH SIDES OF THE 
KEYWAY ARE NOW EXPLICITLY 
REQUIRED TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE 
SLIDING ANALYSIS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

1808.3.1 CONSISTENCY IS NOW PROVIDED 
BETWEEN THE IBC AND ASCE 7 
REGARDING THE REDUCTION OF 
SEISMIC  

2009 MODIFICATION    

1810.3.1.5 PROVISIONS HAVE BEEN ADDED 
REGULATING THE DESIGN AND 
INSTALLATION OF HELICAL PILE 
FOUNDATIONS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       
       
       



1810.3.3.1.6 THE UPLIFT CAPACITY OF PILE 
GROUPS IS NOW PERMITTED TO 
INCLUDE TWO-THIRDS OF THE SHEAR 
RESISTANCE OF THE SOIL BLOCK 

2012 MODIFICATION    

CHAPTER 19 THE CONCRETE PROVISIONS OF 
CHAPTER 19 HAVE BEEN UPDATED 
AND COORDINATED WITH THE 2008 
EDITION OF THE ACI 318 STANDARD 

2009 MODIFICATION    

CHAPTER 19 THE PROVISIONS RELATED TO 
CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION WERE 
DELETED FROM CHAPTER 19 BECAUSE 
THEY ARE CONTAINED IN THE 2011 
EDITION OF ACI 318 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1905.1.3 THIS SECTION AMENDS ACI 318 
SECTION 21.4 BY ADDING SEISMIC 
DETAILING REQUIREMENTS FOR WALL 
PIERS IN SEISMIC DESIGN CATEGORIES 
D, E, AND F 

2012 ADDITION    

1905.1.8 PLAIN CONCRETE FOOTINGS MAY 
NOW ONLY SUPPORT DETACHED ONE 
AND TWO FAMILY DWELLINGS WITH 
LIGHT FRAME STUD WALLS WHERE 
SUCH STRUCTURES ARE LOCATED IN 
SEISMIC DESIGN CATEGORIES A, B, 
AND C 

2012  MODIFICATION    

1905.1.9 
 

PORTIONS OF ACI 318 APPENDIX D 
HAVE BEEN AMENDED IN 
RECOGNITION OF THE FACT THAT 
FAILURE OF THE WOOD SILL PLATE OR 
THE COLD FORMED STEEL TRACK 
CONTROL THE CAPACITY OF THE 
CONNECTION OF THE SHEAR WALL TO 
THE CONCRETE FOUNDATION 

2012 MODIFICATION    

1908.1.16 EXCEPTIONS HAVE BEEN ADDED FOR 
DUCTILITY FOR CONCRETE WALL 
ANCHORAGES THAT HAVE BEEN 
DESIGNED FOR MAXIMUM EXPECTED 
SEISMIC FORCES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       



CHAPTER 21 SUBSTANTIAL PORTIONS OF CHAPTER 
21 HAVE BEEN DELETED AND SOME 
PORTIONS HAVE BEEN UPDATED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2101.2 THE NEW TMS 403-10 MASONRY 
DESIGN STANDARD, NOW 
REFERENCED IN THE IBC, PROVIDES A 
DIRECT DESIGN METHOD FOR SIMPLE, 
SINGLE-STORY, CONCRETE MASONRY 
BEARING-WALL STRUCTURES 

2012 ADDITION    

2111.3, 
2113.3 

SEISMIC REINFORCING AND 
ANCHORAGE OF FIREPLACES AND 
CHIMNEYS NOW ALSO INCLUDES 
SEISMIC DESIGN CATEGORY C. 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2206 PERFORMANCE EVIDENCE REQUIRED 
FOR COMPOSITE STRUCTURAL STEEL 
AND CONCRETE STRUCTURES ARE 
NOW ADDRESSED IN THE 2010 
EDITION OF AISC 341 WITH THE 
ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION 

2012 ADDITION    

2208.1 THE LATEST VERSION OF THE RACK 
MANUFACTURERS INSTITUTE (RMI) 
STANDARD, WHICH INCLUDES MANY 
CLARIFICATIONS REGARDING THE 
SEISMIC DESIGN OF RACKS, IS NOW 
REFERENCED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2209.1 THE REFERENCE TO AISI’S NORTH 
AMERICAN SPECIFICATION FOR THE 
DESIGN OF COLD FORMED STEEL 
STRUCTURAL MEMBERS, 2007 
EDITION, HAS BEEN UPDATED AND 
GIVEN THE NEW NUMBER 
DESIGNATION OF AISI S100 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2209.2 TWO NEW STEEL DECK INSTITUTE 
(SDI) STANDARDS FOR THE DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION OF COLD 
FORMED STEEL FLOOR AND ROOF 
DECKS ARE NOW REFERENCED 

2009 ADDITION    

       
       



2210 THE IBC PROVISIONS ON COLD 
FORMED STEEL HAVE BEEN 
CORRELATED WITH THE LATEST 
EDITIONS OF THE AISI STANDARDS 
AND A NEW STANDARD FOR FLOOR 
AND ROOF FRAMING HAS BEEN 
ADDED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2210.2 A REFERENCE TO THE NEW AISI S110 
STANDARD FOR SEISMIC DESIGN OF 
COLD FORMED STEEL SPECIAL 
MOMENT FRAMES HAS BEEN ADDED 
TO CHAPTER 22 

2012 ADDITION    

2210.3 CODE LANGUAGE WAS ADDED FOR 
COLD FORMED STEEL TRUSSES 
SIMILAR TO REQUIREMENTS FOR 
WOOD TRUSSES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2301.2 A NEW STANDARD, ICC-400 
STANDARD FOR THE DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION OF LOG STRUCTURES, 
IS NOW REFERENCED IN CHAPTER 23  

2009 ADDITION    

2304.6.1, 
TABLE 
2304.6.1 

GUIDELINES ARE NOW PROVIDED FOR 
SELECTING WOOD STRUCTURAL 
PANEL WALL SHEATHING USED TO 
RESIST COMPONENT AND CLADDING 
WIND LOADS 

2009 ADDITION    

2304.9.5 THE REQUIREMENTS FOR FASTENERS 
USED IN PRESERVATIVE-TREATED AND 
FIRE-RETARDANT-TREATED WOOD 
HAVE BEEN CLARIFIED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2304.11.2.6 A MINIMUM VERTICAL CLEARANCE OF 
2 INCHES IS REQUIRED BETWEEN 
WOOD SIDING AND CONCRETE STEPS, 
PORCH SLABS, PATIO SLABS, AND 
SIMILAR SURFACES 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       
       
       
       
       



2305 THE PROVISIONS IN THIS SECTION FOR 
THE LATERAL DESIGN OF WOOD 
STRUCTURES HAVE BEEN 
COORDINATED WITH THOSE SET 
FORTH IN THE 2008 EDITION OF THE 
AF&PA STANDARD, SPECIAL DESIGN 
PROVISIONS FOR WIND AND SEISMIC 
(SDPWS-08) 

2012 MODIFICATION    

2306 PORTIONS OF THE GENERAL DESIGN 
REQUIREMENTS FOR WOOD 
STRUCTURES IN THIS SECTION HAVE 
BEEN DELETED BECAUSE THEY ARE 
CONTAINED IN THE AF&PA 
ANSI/AF&PA NDS SUPPLEMENT, 
SPECIAL DESIGN PROVISIONS FOR 
WIND AND SEISMIC (SDPWS) 
STANDARD 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2306 THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION 
ADDRESSING ALLOWABLE STRESS 
DESIGN OF WOOD STRUCTURES HAVE 
BEEN COORDINATED WITH THOSE IN 
THE 2008 EDITION OF THE AF&PA 
STANDARD, SPECIAL DESIGN 
PROVISIONS FOR WIND AND SEISMIC 
(SDPWS-08) 

2012 MODIFICATION    

TABLE 2306.6 REVISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE TO 
ALLOWABLE SHEAR VALUES FOR 
FIBERBOARD WALLS IN TABLE 2306.6 
TO PROVIDE CONSISTENCY WITH 
AF&PA SPECIAL DESIGN PROVISIONS 
FOR WIND AND SEISMIC (SDPWS) FOR 
NAILED FIBERBOARD SHEAR WALLS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

       
       
       
       
       
       
       



2307 THE PROVISIONS IN THIS SECTION 
DEALING WITH THE LOAD AND 
RESISTANCE FACTOR DESIGN OF 
WOOD STRUCTURES ARE NOW 
COORDINATED WITH THE 2008 
EDITION OF THE AF&PA STANDARD, 
SPECIAL DESIGN PROVISIONS FOR 
WIND AND SEISMIC (SDPWS-08) 

2012 MODIFICATION    

2307.1 A REFERENCE TO THE AF&PA SPECIAL 
DESIGN PROVISIONS FOR WIND AND 
SEISMIC (SDPWS) HAS BEEN ADDED 
TO SECTION 2307 FOR LOAD AND 
RESISTANCE FACTOR DESIGN (LRFD) 
OF WOOD STRUCTURES 

2309 MODIFICATION    

2308.2 THE LIMITATIONS REGARDING FLOOR-
TO-FLOOR AND STUD HEIGHT FOR 
CONVENTIONAL WOOD FRAME 
CONSTRUCTION HAVE BEEN 
CLARIFIED 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2308.2 THE PERMITTED USE OF THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIGHT-FRAME 
CONSTRUCTION PROVISIONS IN 
AREAS OF WIND SPEEDS UP TO 110 
MPH IN EXPOSURE CATEGORY B NOW 
EXCLUDES BUILDINGS LOCATED IN 
HURRICANE-PRONE REGIONS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2308.3.2 IT HAS BEEN CLARIFIED THAT THE 
CONNECTIONS RESISTING WIND AND 
SEISMIC LATERAL FORCES APPLY TO 
THE ENTIRE BRACED WALL LINE, NOT 
JUST THE BRACED WALL PANEL 
PORTION OF THE WALL 

2009 MODIFICATION    

2308.6, 
2308.12.8, 
2308.12.9 

THE PERMITTED USE OF STRAP 
ANCHOR S IN LIEU OF ANCHOR BOLTS 
IN HIGH-SEISMIC REGIONS HAS BEEN 
CLARIFIED 

2009 MADIFICATION    

       
       
       



2308.9.1 EXCEPT FOR TRIMMER AND CRIPPLE 
STUDS AT OPENINGS IN WALLS, WALL 
STUDS ARE NOW REQUIRED TO BE 
CONTINUOUS FROM A SUPPORT AT 
THE SOLE PLATE TO A SUPPORT AT 
THE TOP PLATE IN ORDER TO RESIST 
OUT-OF-PLANE LOADS 
PERPENDICULAR TO THE WALL  

2009 MODIFICATION    

2308.12 TABLE 2308.12.4 HAS BEEN REVISED 
TO PROVIDE A MINIMUM 
PERCENTAGE RATHER THAN A 
MINIMUM LENGTH OF WALL 
BRACING FOR CONVENTIONALLY 
CONSTRUCTED BUILDINGS IN SEISMIC 
DESIGN CATEGORIES D AND E.  NEW 
SECTION 2308.12.4.1 HAS BEEN 
ADDED TO CLARIFY THAT THE 
SUBSTITUTION OF ALTERNATE 
BRACED WALL PANELS IN BUILDINGS 
LOCATED IN SEISMIC DESIGN 
CATEGORIES D AND E IS PERMITTED.  
FOOTNOTE ‘a’ WAS ALSO MODIFIED 
SO THAT THE 2:1 HEIGHT-TO-WIDTH 
RATIO LIMITATION DOES NOT APPLY 
TO SUBSTITUTED ALTERNATE BRACED 
WALL PANELS.  

2012 CLARIFICATION    

2406.1, 
2406.4 

THE HAZARDOUS LOCATIONS 
IDENTIFIED IN THE SAFETY GLAZING 
PROVISIONS HAVE BEEN 
REORGANIZED AND CLARIFIED IN 
ORDER TO PROVIDE BETTER 
CONSISTENCY BETWEEN THE IBC AND 
IRC 

2012 MODIFICATION    

2406.1.1, 
2406.2 

SAFETY GLAZING MATERIALS MAY 
NOW COMPLY WITH ANSI Z97.1 
RATHER THAN CPSC 16 CFR 1201 
WHERE USED IN A LIMITED NUMBER 
OF SPECIFIED HAZARDOUS 
LOCATIONS  

     



2406.2 THE DEFAULT IMPACT TEST CRITERIA 
HAVE BEEN REVISED TO IMPOSE THE 
MORE RESTRICTIVE TEST 
METHODOLOGY.  THE HIGHER 
IMPACT REQUIREMENTS WILL APPLY 
UNLESS THE TABLES IN SECTION 
2406.2 ALLOW FOR A LOWER IMPACT 
TEST TO BE USED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

2510.6 IN ORDER TO REDUCE THE LIKEHOOD 
OF MOISTURE GETTING INTO THE 
BUILDING, DETAILED REQUIREMENTS 
HAVE BEEN PROVIDED FOR THE 
INSTALLATION OF THE TWO LAYERS 
OF WEATHER-RESISTIVE BARRIERS 
THAT ARE REQUIRED BEHIND 
STUCCO-COVERED EXTERIOR WALLS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

2603.4.1.14 THE USE OF ½ INCH WOOD 
STRUCTURAL PANELS INSTALLED ON 
THE WALKING SURFACE SIDE OF A 
FLOOR ASSEMBLY IS NOW PERMITTED 
AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE THERMAL 
BARRIER TYPICALLY REQUIRED WHERE 
FOAM PLASTIC INSULATION IS 
INSTALLED WITHIN A FLOOR 
ASSEMBLY 

2012 ADDITION    

2603.7, 
2603.8 

THREE DIFFERENT OPTIONS FOR 
SEPARATING FOAM PLASTIC 
INSULATION USED IN PLENUM SPACES 
ARE NOW PROVIDED.  THESE OPTIONS 
VARY IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE 
MAXIMUM PERMITTED FLAME-
SPREAD AND SMOKE-DEVELOPED 
RATING INDEX   

2012 MODIFICATION    

2603.10, 
2603.10.1 

THE SPECIFIC APPROVAL 
REQUIREMENTS NOW ENSURE THAT 
THE SMOKE DEVELOPMENT OF ALL 
ASSEMBLIES THAT CONTAIN FOAM 
PLASTIC IS EVALUATED, REGARDLESS 
OF THE TEST STANDARD USED 

2012 MODIFICATION    



2610.3 THE DIMENSION THAT IS USED FOR 
DETERMINING THE MINIMUM SLOPE 
REQUIREMENTS OF A DOME SKYLIGHT 
HAS BEEN REVISED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

2612, 202 FIBER-REINFORCED POLYMER 
INSTALLED ON AN EXTERIOR WALL 
MUST NOW BE A CLASS ‘A’ MATERIAL 
AND IS LIMITED TO 10 PERCENT OF 
THE EXTERIOR WALL AREA FOR ANY 
INDIVIDUAL ELEMENT OR GROUP OF 
NONSEPARATED ELEMENTS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

2902.1.1 THE METHOD OF DETERMINING THE 
MINIMUM REQUIRED NUMBER OF 
PLUMBING FIXTURES HAS BEEN 
CLARIFIED FOR BUILDINGS THAT 
CONTAIN MULTIPLE OCCUPANCIES 

2009 CLARIFICATION    

2902.2 WHERE SEPARATE SEX TOILET 
FACILITIES ARE REQUIRED AND ONLY 
ONE WATER CLOSET IS REQUIRED IN 
EACH FACILITY, TWO FAMILY OR 
ASSISTED-USE TOILET ROOMS MAY 
NOW BE PROVIDED AS AN 
ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE 

2012 MODIFICATION    

2902.3 PUBLIC TOILET FACILITIES ARE NO 
LONGER REQUIRED IN OPEN AND 
ENCLOSED PARKING GARAGES AND 
EMPLOYEE TOILET FACILITIES ARE NOT 
REQUIRED IN THOSE GARAGES THAT 
DO NOT HAVE PARKING ATTENDANTS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

2902.3.5 IN OTHER THAN FAMILY OR ASSISTED-
USE TOILET ROOMS, THE DOOR FROM 
A TOILET ROOM CAN NO LONGER BE 
LOCKABLE FROM THE INSIDE UNLESS 
THE TOILET ROOM IS A SINGLE-USER 
FACILITY 

2012 ADDITION    

       
       
       
       



2902.5 DRINKING FOUNTAINS ARE NOW 
ALLOWED TO SERVE MULTIPLE 
TENANT SPACES PROVIDED THE 
FOUNTAINS ARE LOCATED WITHIN 
THE APPROPRIATE DISTANCES & 
AVAILABLE FOR THE USE OF THE 
OCCUPANTS 

2012 CLARIFICATION    

2903 WATER CLOSET COMPARTMENT AND 
URINAL PRIVACY PROVISIONS ARE 
NOW ALSO LOCATED IN THE IBC FOR 
USABILITY PURPOSES 

2009 ADDITION    

3002.4 WHERE AN ELEVATOR CAR IS 
REQUIRED TO ACCOMMODATE AN 
AMBULANCE STRETCHER, THE SIZE OF 
THE STRETCHER USED FOR THE 
MINIMUM CAR SIZE HAS BEEN 
MODIFIED TO MORE ACCURATELY 
IDENTIFY THE MINIMUM REQUIRED 
ELEVATOR CAR DIMENSIONS 

2009 MODIFICATION    

3007 A FIRE SERVICE ACCESS ELEVATOR 
USING KEY FEATURES TO ASSIST 
FIREFIGHTERS IN ACCESS AND RESCUE 
OPERATIONS IS NOW REQUIRED IN 
HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS WITH AN 
OCCUPIED FLOOR MORE THAN 120 
FEET ABOVE THE LOWEST LEVEL OF 
FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE ACCESS 

2009 ADDITION    

3007 MANY OF THE PROVISIONS 
ADDRESSING FIRE SERVICE ACCESS 
ELEVATORS HAVE NOW BEEN 
COORDINATED WITH THOSE 
APPLICABLE TO OCCUPANT 
EVACUATION ELEVATORS TO ENSURE 
THAT THE FIRE SERVICE ACCESS 
ELEVATORS ARE ABLE TO CONTINUE 
TO FUNCTION AND SERVE THEIR 
INTENDED PURPOSE DURING AN 
EMERGENCY 

2012 MODIFICATION    

       



3008 SPECIFIC PROVISIONS HAVE BEEN 
ADDED TO ADDRESS THE USE OF 
PASSENGER ELEVATORS FOR 
OCCUPANT EVACUATION PURPOSES 

2009 ADDITION    

3008 THE PROVISIONS ADDRESSING 
OCCUPANT EVACUATION ELEVATORS 
ARE NOW MORE CLOSELY 
COORDINATED WITH THOSE 
REGULATING FIRE SERVICE ACCESS 
ELEVATORS 

2012 MODIFICATION    

3108 THE REFERENCED STANDARD FOR 
STRUCTURAL DESIGN OF ANTENNA 
SUPPORTING TOWERS, TIA 222-G, 
CONTAINS EXEMPTIONS FOR SEISMIC 
DESIGN THAT ARE NOT CONSISTENT 
WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF IBC 
CHAPTER 16 AND ASCE 7, THEREFORE 
SECTION 3108.1 HAS BEEN MODIFIED 
SO THAT THE EXEMPTIONS ARE NOT 
APPLICABLE 

2012 MODIFICATION    

3302.3, 
3303.7, 3313 

CONSTRUCTION PROTECTION 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE IFC HAVE 
BEEN INCORPORATED ITO THE IBC TO 
ENSURE THEY ARE NOT OVERLOOKED 

2012 ADDITION    

3401.3 IT HAS NOW BEEN SPECIFICALLY 
ESTABLISHED THAT THE EXISTING 
BUILDING PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 
34 ARE VIEWED AS SPECIFIC 
PROVISIONS AND THEREFORE TAKE 
PRECEDENCE OVER REQUIREMENTS 
IN OTHER CODES 

2012 MODIFICATION    

3401.4 THE USE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
EXISTING BUILDING CODE FOR 
REGULATING EXISTING BUILDINGS 
UNDERGOING REPAIR, ALTERATIONS, 
ADDITIONS, OR CHANGE OF 
OCCUPANCY IS NOW SPECIFICALLY 
PERMITTED AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO 
CHAPTER 34 OF THE IBC 

2009 ADDITION    



3401.3 IT HAS NOW BEEN SPECIFICALLY 
ESTABLISHED THAT THE EXISTING 
BUILDING PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 
34 ARE VIEWED AS SPECIFIC 
PROVISIONS AND THEREFORE TAKE 
PRECEDENCE OVER REQUIREMENTS 
IN OTHER CODES 

2012 MODIFICATION    

3411 TYPE ‘B’ UNITS ARE NOW REQUIRED 
IN EXISTING BUILDINGS WHEN THERE 
IS A CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY OR AN 
ALTERATION AND MORE THAN 50 
PERCENT OF THE BUILDING IS 
AFFECTED 

2012 MODIFICATION    

APPENDIX ‘L’ A NEW APPENDIX REQUIRES 
EARTHQUAKE-RECORDING 
INSTRUMENTS TO BE INSTALLED IN 
CERTAIN BUILDINGS LOCATED WHERE 
THE 1-SECOND SPECTRAL RESPONSE 
ACCELERATION, S1, IS GREATER THAN 
0.40 

2012 ADDITION    

APPENDIX ‘M’ A NEW APPENDIX PROVIDES 
REQUIREMENTS FOR COASTAL 
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE A 
POTENTIAL FOR BEING INUNDATED BY 
THE EFFECTS OF TSUNAMI WAVES 

2012 ADDITION    

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       



       
       
       
       
       
       
 


