
  PRESOTT CITY COUNCIL 
  STUDY SESSION 
  PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 
  May 6, 2008 
  

A STUDY SESSION OF THE PRESCOTT CITY COUNCIL was held on 
TUESDAY, May 6, 2008, in the Prescott Municipal Building, located at 
201 S. Cortez Street, Prescott, Arizona. 
   
   

 CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 

 INTRODUCTIONS  
 

 INVOCATION:  Pastor Jesse Liles of the Willow Hills Baptist Church. 
 
 Pastor Liles gave the invocation. 
 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   Councilman Luzius 
 

  ROLL CALL: 
 
  Present     Absent 
  
Mayor Wilson     Councilwoman Lopas  
Councilman Bell    
Councilman Lamerson   
Councilman Luzius  
Councilman Roecker 
Councilwoman Suttles 
 

 SUMMARY OF CURRENT OR RECENT EVENTS  
 

City Manager Steve Norwood said Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, 
a strong community player and a partner of the City on numerous projects, 
has opened their new Library of 34,000 square feet. He said people do not 
remember that it is part of the Yavapai Library Network and invited citizens 
to enjoy this first class facility.  

 
Councilman Luzius said he went to Washington, D.C. attending a 
Disability Transportation Meeting with the Prescott team of Steve 
Silverdale, Lindsey Bell, Ken and Liz Toone.  He said their trip was paid 
for by the Easter Seal Association, which brought 22 teams into 
Washington to learn about disability transportation. He said this coincides 
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with what needs to be done in Prescott with a transportation system and 
the CYMPO. Councilman Luzius thanked the Mayor and Steve Norwood 
for supporting him in this. He also thanked Steve Blair for mentioning him 
on his radio show. He said the 90 minutes he was on a conference call 
with the Citym and mentioned on the by Mr. Blair, would cost the City 
about $25 - $30 and he did not think that was a bad investment.    

 
I. PROCLAMATIONS 
 

A. May 2008 -  Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Month 
   

Councilman Bob Luzius read the proclamation proclaiming May as 
Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Month.  He said he would be reading the 
proclamation again the following morning at a breakfast for Teenage 
Pregnancy Prevention Month.   

 
B. May 2008 – Arizona Historic Preservation Month 
     

Councilman Bob Bell read the proclamation proclaiming May as Arizona 
Historic Preservation Month, and presented it to Douglas Stroh, Chairman 
of the Prescott Preservation Commission.  Mr. Stroh thanked the Mayor 
and Council for their support of the Preservation Commission.     

 
C. May 5 – 11, 2008 – Building Safety Week 
     
 Councilwoman Suttles read the proclamation proclaiming May 5 – 11 as 

Building Safety Week, and presented it to Nina Lessard.  Ms. Lessard, an 
Arizona Permit Technician and employed by the City of Prescott, said in 
conjunction with Building Safety Week the Arizona State Permit Tech 
Association has a statewide food drive. She said everything they collect 
goes to local jurisdictions and they have 12 different collection locations. 
She said they greatly appreciate any community support.    

 
D. May 12 – 17, 2008 – Prescott Highland Games Week 
      
 Councilman Luzius read the proclamation proclaiming May 12 – 17 as 

Prescott Highland Games Week, and presented it to three members of the 
Prescott Area Celtic Society.  One of the members, Jason Kidd, said this 
their fourth year of having the Highland Games and they are very grateful 
for the support of the City of Prescott.  Mr. Kidd said other games both in 
Arizona and across the nation, and the world, often do not get this much 
support from their communities. He said they are grateful for Councilman 
Luzius, the Mayor and Council.   

 
 Mayor Wilson introduced Councilman Floyd Wright, Dewey – Humboldt, 

as a guest at the Council Meeting.   
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II. PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Presentation by staff on the upcoming US Women’s Softball Olympic 

Exhibition Game on May 25, 2008 at Ken Lindley Field. 
     
 Debbie Horton, Parks, Recreation and Library Director, told the Mayor and 

Council about the upcoming U.S. Women’s Olympic Softball Exhibition 
Game that will be played in Prescott on May 25, 2008.  She asked Coach 
Stacey Iveson to join her with the presentation for two reasons.  Ms. 
Horton said first, Ms. Iveson is the softball coach at Yavapai Community 
College, she is helping to form the All-Star Team that will play the U.S. 
Olympic Women, and she helped pick the players that will form the 
Olympic Team.  Ms. Horton said Ms. Iveson has a real insight to both the 
game and the players.    

 
 Ms. Horton said the second reason she asked Ms. Iveson to be there is 

because Yavapai College has not had softball in 27 years, this is the first 
year it has been brought back, and this past weekend Coach Iveson and 
her entire team won the Arizona State Championship game. Ms. Horton 
read a letter from Coach Kate McCluskey at Eastern Arizona College, the 
defending National Champions, to Yavapai College and for the Courier 
congratulating the fans of Yavapai College Softball for their performance 
of sportsmanship and amazing support of YC softball.  She wrote that 
Coach Iveson is the epitome of professionalism and sportsmanship along 
with her best wishes for the upcoming National Championship.   

    
 Ms. Horton said the exhibition game will be played on May 25, 2008 at 

Ken Lindley Field, that they are bringing in bleachers so no need to bring 
lawn chairs. She said they will open at 4:00 p.m. with a street fair on 
Arizona Street and they will open the gates at 5:00 p.m. with the game 
starting at 7:30 p.m. 

 
 Coach Stacey Iveson thanked Ms. Horton for inviting them to the Council 

Meeting. She said probably not many people thought that they would be 
standing there this first year except the team standing behind her.  Coach 
Iveson said she could not be more proud of a team than the girls standing 
behind her and she has every expectation they will be back in a month or 
so to be honored for a National Championship.  She said as far as the 
Olympic game goes, she has not had much time to think about it but is 
very excited the great opportunity for this community to see some very 
high caliber softball, the best softball in the world. Coach Iveson said she 
did have a chance to work with a lot of the Olympic athletes throughout 
this last quad to help select them by hitting ground balls to the players 
while the selection committee made notes. She said the team they are 
putting together to play the Olympic team will include former players from 
the University of Arizona, Arizona State University, and that 95% of the 
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players will be from somewhere in Arizona. Coach Iveson thanked the 
community of Prescott for their support of softball.     

    
 Ms. Horton said the baskets put in front of them contains their VIP 

entrance tickets to the game with VIP seating, a t-shirt, a bookmarks from 
the Prescott Public Library printed up for this event, Cracker Jacks and 
bubble gum. She said they need to enjoy their Cracker Jacks before they 
come to the game because food, alcohol, lawn chairs or pets cannot be 
brought to the game. Ms. Horton thanked the entire Parks, Recreation and 
Library Department for their very hard work to make sure this is an 
unforgettable event.     

 
 City Manager, Steve Norwood asked if the pitcher was there today and 

Coach Iveson said she is. Mr. Norwood said he watched her pitch both 
games and he was sitting next to the pitcher’s dad. He said he never 
thought anybody could wear out an aluminum seat but he did.  Mr. 
Norwood also asked where #24 was, the one who kept getting hit the way 
she crowded the plate. Coach Iveson said #24 is also leading the country 
in stolen bases; she has stolen 70 bases this year.     

 
D. Presentation of G.E.M. (Going the Extra Mile) Award. 

 
Mr. Norwood said this is the first time the City has presented the G.E.M. 
award but they have the perfect individual today.  He said the tagline in 
the City’s vision statement, the gem of Arizona, and used G.E.M. for 
Going the Extra Mile.  Mr. Norwood said the employee they have today 
typifies that day in and day out and announced Tim Burkeen as the 
recipient of the G.E.M. Award.  Mr. Norwood said Mr. Burkeen has been 
with the City of Prescott for about 1 ½ years; prior to that he spent about 4 
½ years with Yavapai County as an area road superintendent, was a 
project manager with the City of Prescott in the former Environmental 
Services Department and nearly 10 years with Maricopa Flood District.   
 
Mr. Norwood said Mr. Burkeen is an Army Veteran who spent four years in 
Korea and is active in the in-line hockey league at Pioneer Park.  He said 
Mr. Burkeen is a family man and his wife Lori works in the City Attorney’s 
office.  Mr. Norwood said Mr. Burkeen is currently a capital projects 
manager in the Utilities Department.  
 
Deputy City Manager, Mr. Craig McConnell, said if it is true that 
government moves slowly then there is probably no slower agency than 
FEMA with respect to reimbursement. Mr. McConnell said this 
presentation is being given over three years after the City actually suffered 
the damage in the floods of December 2004 and February 2005. He said 
since that time they have had several projects come to the Council to 
replace water and sewer lines but when they have to deal with FEMA and 
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it is a lot more than just doing the projects; then comes the mountain of 
paper work and the waiting.  Mr. McConnell said the paper work has to be 
done just right and it takes several years to get the check.   
 
He said he is somewhat responsible for bringing Mr. Burkeen back to the 
City in 2006, at which time he was assigned the monumental task of going 
through the documentation, organizing and submitting it to FEMA, which is 
not what a typical Projects Manager usually does but he was the only one 
able to do the job. Mr. McConnell said Mr. Burkeen did such a good job 
the City was not only reimbursed the $250,000, FEMA wrote a letter to the 
City indicating Mr. Burkeen’s documentation is going to be used as a 
model to by agencies around the State should to demonstrate how the 
applications should be done. Mr. McConnell said there is current project 
for the widening of SR 89 through Chino Valley down to SR 89A and that 
ADOT told the City of Prescott to move the 12 “ water line at a cost of 
$1,000,000 - $1,500,000.  He said Mr. Burkeen was instrumental in 
researching the history of the water line.  Mr. Burkeen’s research indicates 
the water line existed before statehood and was there before the highway, 
which saved the City relocation costs of $1,000,000 - $1,500,000.  
Mr. McConnell said the justification is ample for the City’s first recipient of 
the G.E.M. Award, Tim Burkeen.   
 
Mr. Norwood presented Mr. Burkeen with the G.E.M. Award Certificate, a 
very well-crafted pocket knife with his name engraved on it and a check 
for $500.00.     
 
Mr. Burkeen thanked Steve Norwood, Craig McConnell, the Mayor and 
Staff, and asked who doesn’t like a pat on the back once in awhile.  Mr. 
Norwood said he knows both Jim Ciaffoni and Crista Clevenger had 
something to do with this and thanked them, as well.        

  
E. Presentation by John Nystedt, a biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Ecological Services, about Habitat Conservation Plans. 
 

John Nystedt said the purpose of his presentation is a crash course in 
Habitat Conservation Plans.  He said the presentation will cover what an 
HCP is, what the benefits are a0nd generally how one is developed.  Mr. 
Nystedt said the if, who, where, when, and exactly how is up to the 
applicants because those kinds of details are defined by the action.  He 
said the slides will include pictures and names of species in the Verde 
River Watershed, any of which could be covered by an HCP depending 
upon the scope.  He then gave a PowerPoint presentation, attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. 

      
  Councilman Lamerson asked about native and non-native species and the 

term exotic species.  Mr. Nystedt said non-native and exotic mean the 
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same thing and refers to species that do not occur here naturally but have 
been introduced to habitat.  Councilman Lamerson asked who introduced 
them.  Mr. Nystedt said they were introduced in various ways, for example 
with a number of sports fish they were intentionally stocked and in the 
case of a lot of vegetation they spread by other means such as hitching 
rides on boats.   

 
 Councilman Lamerson asked if they are as concerned about keeping the 

non-native species here as the others. Mr. Nystedt said they are 
concerned about the impacts non-native species have on the native 
species.  He said they recognize there are a number of non-native species 
that are very important to folks so they seek to have a balance between 
native and non-native species through active management. Councilman 
Lamerson said it strikes him that sometimes they do things intentionally 
with unintentional cones-quences.       

    
 Councilwoman Suttles asked City Attorney, Gary Kidd, what the City has 

done on this.  Mr. Kidd said awhile back the City obtained a notice of 
intent to sue and one of the issues was the Endangered Species Act. He 
said the City obtained a noted expert in the Endangered Species Act, 
Norman James, who recently spoke to the Upper Verde River Watershed 
Protection Coalition about whether a habitat conservation plan is required. 
  

  
 Mr. Kidd said Mr. James had some concerns about some presentations 

that were made by U.S. Fish & Wildlife on a number of occasions in the 
county that in Mr. James’ view extended and inaccurately portrayed what 
the Endangered Species Act was.  He said they have Mr. James 
consulting with them on the project, who is of the opinion that there is no 
take, there is no requirement for endangered species act and he has sent 
a letter to that effect to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife.                

      
Councilman Luzius thanked Mr. Nystedt and asked him to expand on 
effluent recharge and pollution.  Mr. Nystedt said he was using it as just 
one example where mitigation may have some unintended consequences. 
He said after wastewater is sent to the treatment plant there are various 
ways for it to be treated and disposed of.  He said municipalities are 
looking at using the treated wastewater to recharge aquifers and that 
water may find its way back into a stream or river.  He said there are 
residual pollutants that are present that could have an effect on species as 
well.  He said it is not only water quantity, there is also a potential issue 
with water quality.  Mr. Nystatdt said they need to carefully look at 
whatever forms of mitigation may be proposed to ensure that there aren’t 
unintended consequences associated with that.   
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 Councilman Luzius asked what would be considered residual pollution.  
Mr. Nystedt said some of the things act like hormones, for example, fish 
reproduction. He said there are all sorts of pharma-ceuticals as well, that 
have physiological effects on organisms many of which have not been 
very well studied.  Councilman Luzius asked if there are a lot of these 
pollutants that are not being extracted by the sewage treatment system.  
Mr. Nystedt said actually a lot of them are but there might be trace 
amounts that are left over and they are not getting some out as efficiently 
as they would like.         

 
 Councilman Bell asked Mr. Nystedt to review the timeline again, 

specifically regarding the five year process for the development of an 
HCP. Mr. Nystedt said five years is a time period that they have 
experienced when working to develop the large scale complex Habitat 
Conservation Plan that covers a number of species.  He said there are 
HCPs that are much smaller that take far less time than that.   

 
 Councilman Bell asked about the Upper Verde River situation and if the 

five-year time would apply.  Mr. Nystedt said it depends upon the scope of 
the HCP and how much area it will cover.  He said the Fish & Wildlife likes 
regional approaches because it brings together many entities and it allows 
for coordinated planning. He said covering the entire watershed would be 
considered as a large scale, complex Habitat Conservation Plan so 
something on the order of five years would be a reasonable prediction.      
     

    
 Mayor Wilson thanked him for the informative presentation and said under 

his understanding is that the no surprises rule is currently not in effect 
because of lawsuits. Mr. Nystedt said a lawsuit was filed about nine years 
ago and the courts upheld the no surprises rule, so it is back in effect.   

 
III. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
A. Award of a construction services contract to Better Living, Inc. for the 

construction of four masonry communications buildings in the amount of 
$157,057.00. 

     
Chief Darryl Willis said for the last five years they have been trying to 
upgrade public safety communication within the City of Prescott.  He said 
they have done the design on the plan with towers for five different sites 
and also communications buildings.  Chief Willis said this specific item 
deals with four specific sites, awarding a contract to construct masonry 
buildings about 14’ x 20’ necessary to house electronic equipment. He 
said they currently have significant dead areas within the Police and Fire 
Departments in the City of Prescott.  Chief Willis said they estimated in the 
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range of $140 per square foot to build some rectangular building and to 
bring power into those buildings.   
 
He said they put this out in the normal procurement process, resulting in 
six bids and the one they would like to award is for $157,000.00 to Better 
Living, Inc. He said they have the contractor there, they have checked him 
out real well, looked at some of his projects, and they have reviewed his 
insurance and bid bond and feel very comfortable with this licensed local 
contractor. Chief Willis said he knows there may some thought about the 
discrepancy between the bids but again they feel very confident in this 
contractor and would appreciate the Council awarding this bid. 

     
Councilwoman Suttles asked Chief Willis what exactly is going to be in the 
buildings. Chief Willis said there will be radio repeaters that have to be 
maintained in a cool environment, electronic equipment, switching gear 
between frequencies, and repeater equipment.  Councilwoman Suttles 
asked if the buildings will be safe against vandalism or sabotage.  Chief 
Willis said security is part of the design and the reason they are doing 
masonry buildings.   

   
Councilman Bell asked how long the company has been in business.  The 
representative answered six years. Councilman Bell said when he sees a 
bid that much lower out of six bids, he is concerned.  He said that is a high 
percentage of being under the second bidder, which he happens to know, 
is a very competitive bidder.  Chief Willis said that is why they met with 
this bidder and did a lot of research on it.  He said they are talking about 
rectangular building 14’ x 20’ of masonry construction.   

 
B. Award of a construction services contract to Montana Builders, Inc. for the 

construction of the Transfer Station Exterior Structural Steel Pushwall in 
the amount of $134,962.00. 

     
Chad McDowell said in 2006 Council approved the Solid Waste Division 
expanding their current facility and addressing safety issues.  He said they 
have completed the commercial side of the Transfer Station expansion 
and are now ready to start working on the residential side.  He said on 
April 24, 2008, they received six bids for this project and Montana Builders 
was the lowest responsive bidder; they have worked with the City before 
and staff is recommending award of the contract to Montana Builders.   
 

C. Approval of application to the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety for 410 
Federal Grant Funds in the amount of $60,000.00 to be used during the 
period of October 2008 through September 2009 for continued operation 
of the Tri-City DUI Task Force. 
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Chief Mike Kabbel said they are asking for approval to complete the grant 
application process to the Arizona Governor’s Office of Highway Safety for 
the amount of $60,000.  He said the funding is for the continued operation 
of the Tri-City DUI Task Force and will pay for officers’ overtime, befits and 
any employee related operating costs.  He said there are nine agencies 
currently in the Tri-City Dui Task Force.   

   
Councilwoman Suttles said she sees that this grant does not require City 
matched funds and does that mean this is a blanket grant to all these 
agencies.  Chief Kabbel said it is only to the City and they are the grant 
coordinator and they will distribute the monies to the agencies as the 
operations occur. Councilman Lamerson said with the economy the way it 
is he definitely supports these kinds of grant applications that help them 
provide their basic essential services.   

 
D.    Approval of application to the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety for 

Special Enforcement 402 Grant Funds in the amount of $33,500.00 for 
officer overtime, employee-related expenses and purchase of operation 
equipment in order to support highway safety enforcement and education 
efforts. 
    
Chief Mike Kabbel said they are asking for approval to complete the grant 
application process to the Arizona Governor’s Office of Highway Safety for 
Special Enforcement 402 Grant Funds in the amount of $33,500 to 
support highway safety enforcement and education efforts, which includes 
their aggressive driving enforcement and the purchase of 50 child safety 
seats to be given to needy folks with children.  He said it also includes 
intoxolizer mouth pieces and an accident investigation measuring system. 
    
Councilman Lamerson said it is appropriate to acknowledge the Arizona 
Governor’s Office of Highway Safety for helping rural Arizona do some of 
the things they may not otherwise have available, especially during these 
times of economic woe and he publicly thanked the State of Arizona for 
stepping up to the plate.   
 

E. Adoption of Resolution No. 3888-0856 – A resolution of the Mayor and 
Council of the City of Prescott, Yavapai County, Arizona, authorizing the 
official development of a Sister City relationship with the City of Suchitoto, 
El Salvador. 

   
Mr. Norwood introduced this item which Councilman Roecker and 
Councilman Bell asked be placed on the agenda  He said about a year 
and half ago Council approved a resolution expressing intent to create a 
second Sister City relationship with a city in El Salvador.  He said Council 
approved that and they began with a delegation from the City of Prescott 
to visit the country, which was done about this time last year. He said 
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there is still interest from the City of Prescott as well as the City of 
Suchitoto to formalize this.  He said the City of Suchitoto has done so and 
now the City of Prescott needs to formally adopt a resolution expressing 
that interest and naming the city specifically, which is Suchitoto.   

     
Councilman Roecker said this is a reaffirmation of what they have been 
doing for a period of time and he is pleased they are to the point of naming 
Suchitoto as their Sister City.  He said he had the privilege of going there 
with Mayor Simmons and Mr. Norwood about this time last year. 
Councilman Roecker said he is looking forward to developing a 
relationship with this community and they are in the process of formally 
organizing the Suchitoto group in the Sister City Family.  He said they are 
going to raise some funds to fix a children’s park in their community. 
Councilman Roecker said it currently has a big crack in the middle of it 
from a previous earthquake.   
 
He said he is hopeful they can send a contingency down again later this 
year and let some other folks on the Council see what a beautiful city this 
is.  He said it has a Catholic cathedral there from the 1600’s, it is a unique 
place on the face of the earth and it is just a privilege to develop a Sister 
City relationship with this community.    

     
Councilman Luzius asked Mr. Norwood, referring to the Council memo for 
this item, where it says “an informal decision was made to move forward 
with the relationship,” asked who makes such informal decisions.  Mr. 
Norwood said he had received word from at least four Council members 
that they wanted to pursue this, Councilman Roecker, Councilman Bell, 
Councilman Lamerson and Councilwoman Suttles had each indicated 
moving forward with this. Councilman Luzius asked about a study that was 
made and a plan.  Mr. Norwood said to his knowledge there have been no 
studies done and the only plans have been to create a second city through 
the Sister City organization.    

   
Councilman Bell said he feels it is time to move forward with this. He said 
the Consul from El Salvador to the United States, Mr. Melendez, is a 
quality gentleman who has presented before the Council several times 
and said he is very excited about the humanitarian aspect.   

     
Councilwoman Suttles said she was quite surprised this was not finished 
thinking that when they did this in July 2006 the Resolution was done and 
that they were already part of the Sister City program.  She said when 
Councilman Roecker and Councilman Bell brought this back she thought it 
was a done deal.  She said they have a very good relationship with 
Caborca and she hopes to have the same with Suchitoto.   
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Councilman Lamerson said he remembers that they were excited to get 
involved with another sister city in El Salvador, Suchitoto. He said that if 
there is some proper procedure that has not been followed then they 
should follow the procedure and do what they agreed to do.   

     
Mayor Wilson said he had a few comments.  He said he would like to 
review Prescott Sister City Resolutions, and then reviewed a PowerPoint 
presentation, attached hereto as Attachment B. 

   
Councilwoman Suttles said the Sister City organizational meeting is 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 and asked by tabling it what would be any 
different than having this next Tuesday on a vote.  Mayor Wilson said they 
have had two organizational meetings so far and a great effort put forth by 
the Prescott Caborca Sister City Organization and it has been 
unsuccessful. He said he does not see how a third organizational meeting 
is going to make any difference.  Mayor Wilson said they have a 32 year 
old relationship with Caborca, but they do not have an official relationship 
or a viable Sister City organization with Suchitoto.  

   
Councilman Roecker said he is concerned about having an honorary 
Consul for the country of El Salvador in their community who owns 
property in the City of Prescott and has made presentations to the Council 
two or three different times.  He said whether of not all the i’s are dotted 
and the t’s crossed is perhaps problematic but it is not draconian and it is 
not the end of the road.  Councilman Roecker said if they want to proceed 
there is nothing improper about it and just as they saw it took four years to 
finalize the Caborca relationship it has taken not quite half the time to 
establish this one. He said he thinks it is time for them to move forward, 
that the Caborca folks have been very supportive and he thanked the 
organization. Councilman Roecker said he is hopeful that as they move 
forward with this sister city and perhaps other sister cities in the future that 
they can continue to cooperate.    
    
Mayor Wilson asked if Melendez’ primary residence is in Prescott.  
Councilman Roecker said Mr. Melendez owns a house in Yavapai Hills, in 
Fountain Hills and has duel citizenship with El Salvador and United States 
of America and that he is Consul to the President of El Salvador, but he 
said he did not know if this is his primary residence. 

   
Councilman Bell said he had a discussion with one of the gentlemen from 
Caborca that is in the Sister City organization there and he suggested that 
the Sister City organization is the umbrella and under that they have 
Caborca and Suchitoto. He said many cities do have more than one sister 
city and so the organization is in place right now so they can proceed to 
move ahead on that basis.  Mayor Wilson said he thinks they need to elect 
the representatives after they finish their discussion.     
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Bob Greninger said the initial Sister City organization of Prescott, the 
Caborca Committee, has been in support of this program since 2006, 
however, nothing has happened. He said there is no committee, there are 
no by-laws, there is no structure, and there are no officers.  Mr. Greninger 
said he will be attending the meeting tomorrow night to see if there is any 
interest.  He said at the first organizational meeting they held in April 2007 
they had approximately 20 people show up for that meeting and 70% of 
them were Caborca Committee members.  Mr. Greninger said they had a 
follow up meeting in September 2007 and 40% of the 9 people there were 
Caborca Committee members.  He said they have followed up with 
correspondence with these people but there is no community support for 
this.   
 
He said the City may be premature in moving forward with this until such 
time as they have an official organization in place.  Mr. Greninger said 
until that happens he recommends that they table the matter until there is 
something viable to vote on.  He said the rumors that have been going 
around for the last year that their association has been opposing this is 
absolutely not true; rather their organization has been doing all of the work 
for the Suchitoto initiative.  Mr. Greninger said they have 8-9 Salvadorans 
in the quad-cities area and one them came to the first meeting but did not 
respond or come to the second meeting. He said even the Salvadorans do 
not seem to have much interest in this and until such time that there is 
interest generated, having a sister city in name only does not make much 
sense.    
    
Elisabeth Ruffner said the day Mr. Melendez presented a plaque and a 
thank you she did not pay too much attention to it but since then they have 
become friends. She said she is going to go tomorrow night and all she 
needs is another organization to found but she will do it.  Ms. Ruffner said 
the people of the community should not turn their back on a gesture of 
friendship from Central America because if they do not get this whole 
continent as their friends and not our enemies, they are losing the whole 
game.   
 
She said she will go tomorrow night, pay her dues and pay for going to the 
state association meeting in the middle of the month in Prescott, Arizona.  
Ms. Ruffner said the only thing they have failed to do is use the correct 
language in the action they have taken. She recommended keeping this 
item on the agenda for next week and formalize the relationship, then 
committee will be formed.      

     
Ed Williams, President of the Prescott Caborca Sister City program said 
he agrees with Mr. Greninger that they favor the sister city philosophy and 
international understanding, but there has been no substantial 
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organization come forth. He said there seems to be no support for in the 
organization and if it emerges in the future then maybe they will take a 
look at it.      

     
Councilwoman Suttles asked Mr. Williams what exactly the exchange is 
between Caborca and Prescott.  Mr. Williams said they maintain a very 
comprehensive and detailed relationship meeting formally twice a year, 
once in Caborca and once in Prescott. He said they have several other 
informal meetings during the year, as well.  Mr. Williams said they have a 
very warm and congenial relationship with them and they are helping them 
with two different orphanages and various educational programs.  He said 
they have sponsored in the past a prize winning English intensive 
language program and they are looking toward another educational 
program.  Mr. Williams said it is an intimate, successful program, perhaps 
one of the best in the country.   

     
Councilwoman Suttles asked why they could not have that same thing go 
on.  Mr. Williams said it seems to him that in order for a successful 
program to proceed there has to be some sort of substantial germ and 
their problem is that in spite of trying to nurture that germ nothing has 
come forth.  He said the most recent disappointment that they had was 
when the Prescott Caborca Sister City Program sponsored a display at the 
viewery, a large display case at the Prescott Public Library, and the 
Suchitoto people, Mr. Melendez, was to share a part in that and he had 
not come forth. Mr. Williams said there are still checks that were sent in to 
the shadow Sister City Program with Suchitoto more than a year ago and 
those checks have never been cashed.   
    
Councilwoman Suttles suggested going back to when Caborca came on 
board 34 years ago and asked if some of those same issues came up at 
that time. Mr. Williams said he was only a whisper of a boy at that time.  
Councilwoman said this is a really simple thing to her that the City is trying 
to do and she hates to see the split come on with Caborca taking a side. 
Mr. Williams said they have attempted to make it a better organization by 
attempting to cooperate with Mr. Melendez to establish some sort of 
presence.  He said that presence has never matured but when it does and 
they see some sort of community support then they will enthusiastically 
embrace their friends from Suchitoto.  Mr. Williams said he know there will 
be a meeting tomorrow and that a couple of the Council members will be 
there and he wishes them every success.  He said if they come back to 
this body within a month or so and present a more formidable 
organizational plan then maybe they would wish to reconsider taking the 
issue off the table.  Mr. Williams said they are waiting expectantly and 
hopefully, not especially confidently.   
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Rowle Simmons said he does not think there is a single person in the City 
of Prescott that would question what the intention was at that time and the 
only fault at hand is this was the first time any of them had ever 
endeavored to get into something like this.  He said the spirit and the 
enthusiasm on Council and in the community concerning this project was 
high largely because El Salvador is the only ally in South America.  He 
said they met with the President of El Salvador and they went down there 
in good faith.  He said he guarantees that none of them went down there 
with the idea they were going to study anything, the word study must have 
gotten by him and his memory is more along the line that they went to 
pursue, not study, the relationship.  He said the only reason they did not 
have a city picked out at the time is that there were two cities, Suchitoto 
and one other city, which had not been decided at the time.   
 
He said it is upsetting to him that they went down there with the blessing 
of the Council and now they have some nitpicking over the terminology 
and the stuff that is being put up there as to the spending of the $900 for 
the sign.  He said they went down there in good faith, they met with the full 
Council and Mayor of Suchitoto, they met with the community, they had 
formal meetings down there, and they were able to come back with the 
idea that this was a good fix.  He said it is correct that they did not dot all 
the i’s and cross all the t’s and a lot of that was because it was the first 
time they had done this.  He said Mr. Melendez had some serious health 
issues in the middle of all of this.  Mr. Simmons suggested that the intent 
of City Council and the City at that time in July 2004 should be 
consummated.  He said he thinks it is an insult that Mayor Wilson refused 
to meet with Mr. Melendez and that was a public offense to not meet with 
the Honorary Consul officially representing El Salvador.  Mr. Simmons 
said they need to overlook some of the mistakes that have been made 
and move forward with this.     

     
Gordon Maddox, 3514 Nicolette Trail, said he moved here 24 years ago 
because he wanted to live in a city with decent school district and a place 
to get involved in the community and make a difference.  Mr. Maddox said 
by happenstance he got together with Enrique Melendez and now has a 
business relationship with him. He said when he first heard of the El 
Salvador sister city plan he got really excited because El Salvador is 
atypical in Central and South American countries.  Mr. Maddox said it is a 
democracy; they have privatized their banks, their electrical production 
and distribution, their pensions, their telecommunications and many other 
things. He said they are really a forward Central American country.  Mr. 
Maddox said only 11% of their income is taxable against the gross 
national product as opposed to here where it is about 25%.  He said that 
they absolutely need to put their arms around this country and that he 
does not understand the motivation to do anything negative towards 
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El Salvador.  He said he does not see a down side to this, only positives 
and he encouraged the Council to go ahead with the program.   

     
Bill Kendick, 4866 Comanche Trail, said he has a series of questions.  Mr. 
Kendick said it was confusing because he heard there were signs going 
up, he did not know there was any action taken by the Council and 
wondered why this sister city was selected. He asked what  the impact 
would be on funding for the City and the organization. He said the 
announcement about the meeting tomorrow evening to discuss Suchitoto 
as a Sister City sounded like a done deal. He said they do not have the 
information they needed to establish the relationship at this time and he 
supports tabling the issue until they do have the information.    

     
Gordon Maddox said the people in El Salvador are prepared to invest tens 
of millions of dollars in investments in Prescott and Mr. Melendez is 
putting that in place now.   
    
Steve Blair, 1802 Northside, said there was no process in place 32 years 
ago when he painted signs for the City of Prescott for Caborca. Mr. Blair 
said he finds it comical that they are talking about $1,000 for signs when 
they spent $4,000 for TV’s in the hallway.  He said he was on the Council 
and he believes in sister cities and he believes in the Mayor’s Peace Pole 
he helped plant.  He said there is nothing wrong with what they are doing; 
there is a process in place and to let it evolve because Caborca evolved 
over 32 years.   
    
John Danforth, 2737 Lookover Circle, said he is uneasy with the proposal 
for a number of reasons and that were many of them previously 
articulated.  Mr. Danforth said one issue that seems to be a bone of 
contention is about how they go about determining whether there is a 
good fit.  He is uneasy about whether or not they have done their due 
diligence and takes guidance from the Sister City International 
Organization.  He quoted their guidance in the sister city selection 
process, that it is often an intricate and lengthy search, that it must be well 
organized and undertake with great planning and commitment.  He said 
they need to have better support in the community and they need to have 
a better sense of the plans for this organization.  He said he has no 
opposition to this particular city but just wondered why this city.  Mr. 
Danforth said that if it fails they will have put the folks in Suchitoto through 
a lot of hoops and expended efforts and resources to make this a success. 
He said he does not think it is costless if it fails.  Mr. Danforth expressed 
his appreciation to the current City Council, the past City Council and City 
staff for the terrific job they have done in making the Sister City 
relationship with Caborca the success that it is today.      
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Elisabeth Ruffner said this organization has already filed for nonprofit 
status. She said this City and this country depends on this community to 
continue its good faith relationship. She said all they have to do is leave 
the resolution on the consent agenda and to vote favorably on it next 
week.    

     
Councilman Roecker thanked Mr. Simmons for his comments. He said 
when they met with the President of El Salvador it was a delightful 
meeting. He said they were with him for 45 minutes and that he was 
cordial with them. He said he asked the President what he did before he 
became President and he answered that he had owned a couple of radio 
stations.  He said the President hammered the political government at the 
time and now his radio stations are hammering him. He said El Salvador is 
moving forward and this is an opportunity for the community to associate 
with a small community in El Salvador. He suggests the good folks in the 
Caborca Sister City organization to take a deep breath, take a step back 
but to still move forward.  He invited them to come to the meeting 
tomorrow to help the organization move forward and make Suchitoto 
another Sister City.    

     
Councilman Lamerson said they recognized a gem in the community for 
all the hard work he did saving this community hundreds of thousands of 
dollars.  He said he moved here about 30 years ago to a community that 
evolved over a number of years from people who forged a community that 
was nice. He said he would cede his decisions to the wisdom of people 
like Elisabeth Ruffner who would suggest to the Council to give this time 
and that she would help them get to where they need to go. He said he 
too recommends that they let the process work and move forward. 

     
Councilman Luzius said he does not nitpick. He said he has asked what 
the plan is, he has a great deal of respect for Mr. Melendez, and he has 
nothing against the citizens of Suchitoto and of El Salvador. He said he 
respects them because they are a democracy and because they have 
sent troops to Iraq.  Councilman Luzius said he is trying to find out what 
they are talking about and what the plan is.  He said it makes no 
difference whether it is on or off of the consent agenda and that he would 
like to see what comes out of the meeting tomorrow evening in order to go 
from there.    

     
Councilman Lamerson said they will report back next week.    

    
Councilwoman Suttles asked Mayor Wilson if wanted to vote for tabling it. 
Mayor Wilson said they can pull it off the consent and modify it next week 
if they want to but he is in favor in tabling it for the reasons he stated 
before.  There was agreement to pull the item off the consent agenda.    
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Councilman Bell said it is almost a situation of which comes first, the 
chicken or the egg.  He said if he were coming from El Salvador and was 
asked to form an organization he would want to know that the city would 
be receptive to becoming a sister city before forming the organization.  He 
said they have not been in that position and that Mr. Melendez was asked 
to present his credentials to the Mayor and that has been refused. He said 
they naturally are holding back and a little reluctant to move ahead.  He 
said hopefully tomorrow night they will get that straightened out and they 
will move ahead. He said in this resolution it says that the City of Prescott 
wishes to officially develop a Sister City relationship with Suchitoto. He 
said he does not see anything wrong with that resolution.   
 

F. Approval of Amendment Two to Contract No. 07-235, Big Chino Water 
Ranch Physical Availability Demonstration, with Southwest Ground-water 
Consultants, Inc., in the amount of $19,950.00. 
    
Jim Holt said this item is to amend an existing services contract with 
Southwest Ground-water consultants for the purpose of developing 
technical data and accomplishing additional analysis requested by the 
Arizona Department of Water Resources in support of the City’s 
application for modification for their assured water supply.  He said in April 
2007 the City entered into contract with Southwest Ground-water 
Consultants to conduct analysis necessary for the demonstration of 
physical availability of groundwater in the Upper Big Chino Sub basin.  Mr. 
Holt said the application for modification was filed with ADWR in October 
of 2007 and in January 2008 the City received correspondence from the 
ADWR requesting additional hydrologic data and analysis for nine specific 
items.  He said a memorandum was provided to Council on January 16, 
2008 summarizing the ADWR request as well as the supplementary 
services required of Southwest Ground-water.   
 
Mr. Holt said in March 2008 Southwest Ground-water submitted a report in 
fulfillment of the request made by ADWR for additional information and at 
this time the City is awaiting the ADWR review of the City’s application.  
He said funding is available in the Alternative Water Fund for this contract 
amendment and pursuant to the inter-governmental agreement between 
the City and Town of Prescott Valley, the City’s share of this contract 
amendment would be approximately $11,000 and the Town of Prescott 
Valley would be just over $9,000.  He said they request that Council move 
to approve the amendment to the Southwest Ground-water Consultants 
contract in the amount of $19,950.      

   
Councilwoman Suttles asked if this is really anything they can say no to 
because when ADWR requests more information they are held to provide 
that information in order to get their letter and their water to it. She asked 
Mr. Holt if he thinks ADWR will be back for anymore proof of what is being 
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done.  Mr. Holt said he is uncertain how to answer but that he does have a 
meeting tomorrow with ADWR officials with respect to the City’s 
application and he will find out then if they do have need for additional 
information.  He said they need to realize this is a highly complex 
application because they are requesting determinations from ADWR that 
they have not had to address in the past.  Mr. Holt said ADWR is working 
hard to be as careful as possible and that they want an administrative 
record which is as complete as possible to help them if they are going to 
be challenges to the City’s application.     

   
Councilwoman Suttles said it amazes her no matter how much goes out 
there needs to be a little bit more of this and more of that. She said she 
feels it is nickel and diming them to get to where they want to be.    

 
G. Approval of a professional services agreement with Herb Dishlip 

Consulting in an amount not to exceed $50,000.00 for water resource and 
project management services. 
    
Jim Holt said this is to approve a new professional services agreement 
with Herb Dishlip Consulting for technical work associated with the Big 
Chino Water Ranch Project as well as other specialized services 
necessary for the development and implementation of City water resource 
and project management strategies, policies and plans.   He said this 
agreement would update and supersede the prior 2004 contract.   
 
Mr. Holt said in January 2004 Herb Dishlip was retained by the City to 
assist the City with technical aspects associated with the City’s proposed 
purchase of the CV/CF Ranch. He said as a registered professional civil 
engineer and the former Deputy Director of the Arizona Department of 
Water Resources, Mr. Dishlip is recognized and respected as an expert in 
water resource issues in both Arizona and the Southwest.  He said as the 
City moves forward with a variety of water resource initiatives, Mr. 
Dishlip’s assistance will continue to be required.  He said this professional 
services agreement is in the amount not to exceed $50,000 with 
compensation at an hourly rate of $125.00 for work authorized by the City 
and funding is available for this contract in the Alternative Water Fund.   
 
Mr. Holt said for those tasks associated specifically with the Big Chino 
Water Ranch pursuant to the intergovernmental agreement with the Town 
of Prescott Valley, they would share those expenses at 54/46% prorated 
out.  He said they recommend that Council move to approve the 
professional services agreement with Herb Dishlip Consulting in an 
amount not to exceed $50,000.       

     
Councilman Luzius asked Mr. Holt how much Mr. Dishlip has been paid up 
to date. Mr. Holt said he does not have that number immediately available 
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but will certainly get that number for Council.  He said his recollection 
would be they have probably paid somewhere in the $75,000 - $100,000 
range to date.   

 
H. Approval of Agreement with Prescott Area Coalition of Tourism (PACT). 

    
Jane Bristol said this item is an annual agreement with the Prescott Area 
Coalition of Tourism for tourism promotion in the greater Prescott area.  
She said this item was last before the Council in 2004 where a three year 
agreement was forged with the organization.  Ms. Bristol said the new 
contract is proposed to be a one year agreement that would expire June 
30, 2009.  She said there are two reasons for this: first, there are new 
tourism aspects being developed in the region and this would give PACT 
an opportunity to seek increased funding from those governments that 
benefit from the bed tax funds; second, the City is working on a tourism 
development strategy according to the goals retreat held by Council.  She 
said some of that strategy may include a new role for the PACT 
organization should they desire to be a part of that and the one year 
agreement gives them a chance to see where they are at the end of the 
fiscal year.   
 
Ms. Bristol said in the agreement the new percentage reflects the increase 
in bed tax revenue approved and effective in January of this year and the 
agreement by the groups that receive those monies allocated as indicate 
in the Council Memo. She said it was also agreed that from time to time an 
organization may have a good reason to ask for more money which may 
affect the flow of funds to other organizations so they have language in the 
agreement that the group may receive more or less than 40% depending 
upon the budget allocation for the year.  She said they do have a 
representative from the PACT Board, Mr. Gary Edelbrock in case the 
Council has any questions of the PACT.  Ms. Bristol said they do a good 
job at keeping the Council informed in what they do in providing an annual 
budget every year as required and they also account for money spent 
quarterly.      

    
Councilman Lamerson asked Ms. Bristol if they have some other 
opportunities that have developed regionally since the last agreement. Ms. 
Bristol said they are developing now. Councilman Lamerson asked if 
anybody else is putting up 40% - 50% of their bed tax dollars yet.  Ms. 
Bristol said no.    
    
Councilwoman Suttles asked Gary Edelbrock if PACT will be able to deal 
with whatever amount comes from this bed tax because, due to the hard 
economic times, it may not be the same amount as last year. Mr. 
Edelbrock said they will certainly do everything they can to comply with 
whatever percentage they receive. He said they have been successful the 
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last four years getting the maximum grant from the State of Arizona 
through their tourism grant.  He said as a region they qualify for the 
maximum grant whereas a city or separate cities the maximum grant 
available is $20,000.    

      
Councilwoman Suttles said they recognize PACT as a shot in arm for the 
community.  She said she sees this as an estimate for 2009 and they look 
really hefty and she would like to see those numbers come in but if they 
do not then there will have to be some massaging.     

     
Councilman Bell said as liaison to PACT, he recognized that PACT has 
always been well managed financially by Arnold Gray, Treasurer, and 
Summit Bank.  He congratulated Gary Edelbrock and what PACT has 
done over the last few years as far as bringing tourism to town.  
Councilman Bell said the local businessmen are very supportive of what 
PACT does. He asked Mr. Edelbrock if they have any comments on the 
one year situation.  Mr. Edelbrock said they will live within the decision of 
Council and continue to pursue all efforts to increase tourism.   

     
Councilman Luzius said PACT does a great job. He said he is concerned 
that it is only for one year and seems like a three-year term offers more 
leverage in their work.  He said he thinks it should be for three years.    

 
I.  Adoption of Resolution No. 3887-0855 -  A resolution of the Mayor and 

Council of the City of Prescott, Yavapai County, Arizona, authorizing the 
City of Prescott to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement with the 
Town of Prescott Valley and authorizing the Mayor and staff to take any 
and all steps necessary to accomplish the above. 
 
Jane Bristol said this item is a discussion for approval of an 
intergovernmental agreement with the Town of Prescott Valley regarding 
the Horizon Air service agreement recently approved by Council to provide 
non-stop service to LAX.  She said the service is expected to start on 
September 7, 2008 and the financial agreement with Horizon Air ends on 
June 22, 2009.  Ms. Bristol said that part of the suddenness of this 
opportunity and the financial expectations for the City, staff reached out to 
the region to see if there was interest in helping participate in some of the 
costs.  She said they found a very willing partner in the Town of Prescott 
Valley and they will be considering this same agreement in their Council 
meeting in two days.   
 
She said their contribution remains the same, a total of $42,000 with 
$29,500 being dedicated to the revenue guarantee portion and $12,500 
being dedicated to a local marketing effort to increase awareness of the 
new service.   
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Councilman Luzius said he thinks it is great that Prescott Valley has 
chosen to cooperate regionally in the effort to bring Horizon Air to the area 
and asked if Cottonwood is participating as well.  Ms. Bristol said 
Cottonwood is still considering that and they do have an interest in 
regional cooperation.  She said the Chamber of Commerce is going to be 
participating in the marketing portion and deferring some of the costs. 
Councilman Luzius thanked all of the folks that are participating.    

 
J. Approval of Supplemental Agreement Two with Layne Christensen 

Company for reimbursement of incurred capital investment-related interest 
expense in the amount of $30,708.60. 

     
Jim Ciaffoni said this agenda item is to reimburse the Layne Christensen 
Company for interest expense incurred for the storage of previously stored 
mechanical equipment and arsenic treatment equipment at the well heads 
in Chino Valley.  He said it represents a negotiated settlement with Layne 
Christensen for all such expense related to the delays associated with 
processing conditional use permits with the Town of Chino Valley to date.  
Mr. Ciaffoni said this is calculated on the basis of a three month delay, a 
cost basis of about $1,200,000 at an interest rate of 10%.  He said he first 
brought this to the attention of Council at the March 4, 2008 Study Session 
and they had some discussion of the specifics of the agreement at that 
time.      

     
Councilwoman Suttles said she was under the assumption that they had 
already made a payment to Layne Christensen for that delay and asked if 
it was brought up at that time why did they not cut them a check already. 
Mr. Ciaffoni said he brought it to the Council’s attention to address this in 
more detail with Layne Christensen in the future and that there have been 
no payments to date. Councilwoman Suttles asked it they have started the 
arsenic treatment out at Chino Valley.  Mr. Ciaffoni said they have not 
started operating equipment yet, that well #6 is the first to be installed in 
sequence with the other wells.  He said they have applied for building 
permits for this well and they should be processed and approved probably 
by the end of this month.   
 
Councilwoman Suttles asked if that is the City dragging its feet or if there 
was a reason they have not come on board yet because her concern is 
that they are paying over $30,000 now for negotiated interest and asked if 
there will be additional claims from Layne Christensen.  Mr. Ciaffoni said 
as of April 10, 2008 all permitting associated with conditional use permits 
have been completed for all of the wells.  He said at this point they are 
back on schedule and he said they will not have any more delays 
associated with the conditional use permits because that is a done deal.  
He said this settlement takes care of all delays up to this point in time and 



Prescott City Council  
Study Session – May 6, 2008                                                                               Page 22 
 

he has no expectation of future delays, although no one has a crystal ball. 
    
Councilwoman said she cannot wait to get the arsenic treatment moving 
because they cannot afford to continue to pay them because the City is 
not out doing what it is supposed to do.   
 
Councilman Lamerson asked Mr. Ciaffoni to confirm that all six wells are 
done. Mr. Ciaffoni said the all the conditional use permits are done. 
Councilman Lamerson publicly thanked the Town of Chino Valley for 
getting them all done and the City is not going to be penalized anymore for 
dragging its feet waiting for the permits on this sort of thing.   

     
Councilman Bell asked Gary Kidd if it is appropriate with this payment of 
the interest for an agreement to go along for Layne Christensen to 
execute before the City pays him.  Mr. Kidd said that was anticipated and 
Tom Lloyd in the City Attorney’s Department was involved with Mr. 
Ciaffoni in drafting in the normal construction addendum contract that the 
City uses.  Mr. Kidd commended Mr. Ciaffoni for negotiating the amount. 
He said initially they were asking for over $40,000 per month but with Mr. 
Ciaffoni’s documentation he was able to negotiate to the current amount.   

 
K. Adoption of Ordinance No. 4648-0850 – An ordinance of the Mayor and 

Council of the City of Prescott, Yavapai County, Arizona, amending the 
zoning of certain property within the City of Prescott generally located on 
the southwest corner of Side Road and Highway 89A. 

     
Tom Guice said this item is a rezoning of approximately 33.5 acres of 
single family to industrial light located at the southwest corner of Side 
Road and SR89A. He said this is a little bit different than most rezonings.  
Mr. Guice explained that there are 13 individual property owners of 16 
parcels who have been working over the past few years to get to this point 
to rezone the property. He said the zoning designation is consistent with 
the Airport Specific Area Plan and the General Plan. He said the Planning 
and Zoning Commission recently discussed this rezoning request and 
unanimously recommend approval with the addition that the development 
occur in substantial conformance to this site plan.  Mr. Guice said the 
second condition of P & Z approval was that all property owners provide 
and grant a navigation easement.   

     
Councilman Luzius said his main concern is that some of the folks have 
property in the Side Road interchange area that are a little bit upset 
because the interchange is being moved and they are thinking they do not 
have to come up with the actual funds that were in the original agreement. 
 He asked Mr. Guice if this property owner is one of those folks and if they 
were aware of the fact that there will be off-site improvement costs that 
they ultimately will be subject to.  Mr. Guice said they have made the 
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property owners aware that off-site improvement requirement may be 
necessary but that occurs at the time of preliminary and final plats. 
Councilman Luzius said the off-site improvement is different than the 
original agreement.  Mr. Guice said he thinks Councilman Luzius is 
referring to the agreement regarding the Side Road Interchange.  
Councilman Luzius said he has seen e-mails from property owners 
indicating that their property values are going down and that someone will 
step forward and come up with the funds that were guaranteed by this 
agreement.  Mr. Guice said he thinks Councilman Luzius is talking about 
the 65 acres immediately adjacent, which is Centerpointe East.      

   
Councilwoman Suttles asked how it impacts residential when they go to 
light industrial.   
 
Kirby Knoy, 2580 Heckorthorn Road, said he is a resident there and they 
do not have a developer at this time.  He said everyone wants to sell and 
leave, that the neighborhood has changed with the commercial property 
on the west side of them and Fann is going to build on the east side so it 
is time to move on.  Councilwoman Suttles asked how the school is 
reacting to this.  Mr. Knoy said the only time he spoke with the school was 
when [the County] was considering putting the new jail down there and the 
school was opposed to that.  Councilwoman said everyone seems to have 
a win-win on this and getting everyone to agree is a pretty good thing.   

 
L. Approval of Notice of Intention to Increase Water and Wastewater Impact 

Fees. 
      

Craig McConnell said that on April 1, 2008 Dan Jackson of 
Economists.com made a presentation to Council of Draft Water and 
Wastewater Rate and Impact Fee Study. Mr. McConnell said since then 
the report has been filed with the City Clerk and posted the City website, 
www.cityofprescott.net to find Mr. Jackson’s lengthy but understandable 
water & wastewater rate and fee study for reference.  He said the rate and 
fee setting processes are different under Arizona State law.  He said that 
at a previous meeting the Council set a Public Hearing on rates, which are 
paid by existing customers for service, to be held on May 27, 2008. He 
said today they are discussing a separate process, which is the public 
process for setting impact fees.  He said in summary, if the Council 
approves the notice of intention to raise water and wastewater impact fees 
next week then the actual Public Hearing on that will be on July 22, 2008 
and after that the process requires actual formal adoption of the capital 
improvement program and the impact fees, which would not be effective 
until November 9, 2008.    

     
Councilman Luzius asked about the 1” water meter impact fee at $15,522 
and if the policy was still the same.  Mr. McConnell said yes, that is the 

http://www.cityofprescott.net/
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procedure adopted by the City, the point being if someone needs a 1” 
meter not based upon demand but upon having a sprinkler system then 
they would not absorb the difference in the meter sizes.   

   
Councilman Bell said the suggested increases are such that the building 
department needs to get ready for big bubble about the time they have a 
deadline.  He said when he sees impact fees raised in that kind of 
percentage he can imagine anyone thinking about building is going to be 
in here pretty fast to avoid the increase.   

 
M. Notice of Public Hearing (May 13) of liquor license application submitted 

by Judith Fulton, agent for The Golf Club at Hassayampa, Inc., for a 
Series 14, Club, license for Hassayampa Golf Club located at 2060 Golf 
Club Lane. 

 
 Deputy City Clerk Lorri Carlson reviewed the application, noting that the 

public hearing has been scheduled for May 13, that to date no public 
comments have been received, and the applicant has been requested to 
have a representative present at the public hearing. 

 
N. Notice of Public Hearing (May 13) of liquor license application submitted 

by Lauren Merrett, agent for Texas Roadhouse Holdings, LLC, for a 
Series 12, Restaurant, license for Texas Roadhouse located at 3310 
Gateway Blvd. 

 
Ms. Carlson reviewed the application, noting that the public hearing has 
been scheduled for May 13, that to date no public comments have been 
received, and the applicant has been requested to have a representative 
present at the public hearing. 

 
O. Approval of the Minutes of the Prescott City Council Study Session of April 

1, 2008, the Regular Voting Meeting of April 8, 2008, the Study Session of 
April 15, 2008, the Regular Voting Meeting of April 22, 2008 and the 
Special Meeting of April 29, 2008. 

 
P. Selection of Items to be placed on the Regular Voting Meeting Agenda of 

May 13, 2008. 
 

Councilwoman Suttles listed items A, B, C, D, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, O to be 
moved to the Consent Agenda for the May 13, 2008 Regular Meeting of 
the Prescott City Council.   
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III. ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business to be discussed, the Prescott City Council Study 
Session of May 6, 2008, adjourned at 5:47 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

      ____________________________________ 
      JACK D. WILSON, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ELIZABETH A. BURKE, City Clerk 

 


