PRESCOTT CITY COUNCIL
WORKSHOP AGENDA

PRESCOTT CITY COUNCIL Council Chambers
WORKSHOP 201 S. Cortez Street
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2008 Prescott, AZ 86303
1:30 P.M. (928) 777-1100

The following Agenda will be considered by the Prescott City Council at a Workshop
pursuant to the Prescott City Charter, Article 1l, Section 13. Notice of this workshop is given
pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes, Section 38-431.02.

2 CALL TO ORDER

2 ROLL CALL

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL:

Mayor Wilson
Councilman Bell Councilman Luzius
Councilman Lamerson Councilman Roecker
Councilwoman Lopas Councilwoman Suttles
1. Presentation and discussion regarding possible extension of the one-cent

sales tax for streets and open space.

2. Adjournment.

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING OF NOTICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing notice was duly posted at Prescott City
Hall on , at ____.m.in accordance with the statement filed by the Prescott City
Council with the City Clerk.

Elizabeth A. Burke, MMC, City Clerk




November 19,2008 / Editorial / NYTimes
A Resounding Vote for Open Space

Almost unnoticed in the election results was some very good news for the environment
— and for land preservation in particular. Despite the financial crisis, voters made it clear
that they want to increase spending on preserving open land, even at the cost of higher
taxes.

Across the nation, voters approved $7.3 billion in new spending for parks and open-space
preservation. Sixty-two of the 87 referendums to acquire or otherwise protect open space
were approved. And the support came in rural, Republican areas, as well as in those that
lean toward the Democrats.

California and Florida said yes to more than $700 million in new spending on open space.
In Minnesota, voters increased the sales tax by three-eights of a cent to generate $5.5
billion over the next 25 years for land preservation and environmental protection. It was
the largest open-space state referendum in the nation’s history.

Despite especially tough economic times, New Jersey voters showed that they feel
strongly about acquiring open space before it is all eaten up by strip malls and
McMansions. The state is reeling from high property taxes, unemployment and a budget
deficit. But voters still approved 14 of 22 county and municipal referendums to increase
or extend property taxes dedicated to acquiring or preserving open space.

These votes are an explicit rebuke to President Bush, who failed miserably to honor his
2000 campaign promise to fully fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the
government’s main vehicle for buying open space. They should give Congress a strong
push to approve a public lands measure that, among other things, would grant permanent
wilderness protection to two million acres of public land.

We had hoped that Congress would approve the legislation in the current lame-duck
session. On Monday, the Senate majority leader, Harry Reid, withdrew it from the
calendar after Senator Tom Coburn, an Oklahoma Republican, threatened to filibuster the
bill. Mr. Coburn called it a waste of money and an unnecessary expansion of federal
control over public lands.

Mr. Reid said the Senate needed to focus on the economic crisis, but he promised to bring
the measure up for immediate action early next year. Old business tends to get lost in the
early days of a new Congress, especially when there is a new administration. Come
January, we will remind Mr. Reid of his promise and of the voters’ clear commitment to
preserving open spaces.






